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Today’s Meeting 

Speaker: John Benger 

Topic: The ROMAC Report 
 

Duty Roster  

Meeting  #2014 #2015 #2016 #2017 #2018 

Date 19 May 26 May 2 June 9 June 16 June 

Time 6.30 for 7.00 12.30 for 1.00 6.30 for 7.00 6.30 for 7.00 

Chair John Liddell Michael O’Sullivan Dot Brown TBA 

Greeter Miles Schofield Sue Bolton Miles Schofield John Benger  

Head Table Barbara Woodberry Tim Baker Tim Baker Tim Baker 

Cashier Mark Dwyer     

Sue Bolton 

Kieran Moore  

Brian Irving 

Mark Dwyer    

Sue Bolton 

 
Queen’s 
Birthday  
Public 

Holiday 
 

No meeting 
Mark Dwyer    

Sue Bolton 

Forthcoming Meetings, Speakers and Topics 

26 May Jane Williams: Job Support for the Intellectually Disabled 

2 June Scott Rienke:  Heart Kids  

9 June No meeting 

16 June TBA 

20 June (Friday) RCR Changeover Meeting: Details on page 4 

23 June No meeting 

29 June (Sunday) District Changeover (This will be our meeting for the week) 

30 June No meeting 

Celebrations:  

Birthdays David Yew 20th, Steven Pitney 22nd  

Partners’ Birthdays Pauline Yew 20th, Andrea Michaelides 22nd, Sally O’Sullivan 24th  

Wedding Anniversaries None 

Induction Anniversaries Neil Jackson 19th (22 years) ,  Nigel Peck 21st  (29 years) 

Quote for the day:  

“Formerly, when religion was strong and science weak, men mistook magic for 

medicine; now, when science is strong and religion weak, men mistake medicine 
for magic.”  Thomas Szasz, (1920 - ) American psychiatrist and academic  

Bulletin Editor 2007/08:   John Liddell    liddellz@bigpond.net.au 
Richmond Rotary Website:     http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au 
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President’s Message
Here we are: the next Rotary Year 2008-
2009 begins really in these two days. 

Yesterday, the 18th was the 2008 District 

Assembly, a key meeting for the incoming 
Club Board, an opportunity for Rotarians 

who want to better understand Rotary in 
order to do it, and a necessary time for 

the current Officers and Board members to 

have a look in their rear mirror and to 

finish the current year. 

A number of Richmond Rotary were there 
and reports will be presented during the meeting (I 

am writing this before the Assembly for obvious 
reasons). 

Today, the 19th, is the first Joint meeting of the 

Club’s Boards, outgoing and incoming. While the 

current year has still to deliver the ongoing projects, 

notably the KIDS DAY OUT next Sunday 25 at 
Collingwood Town Hall, this joint meeting of the 

Board  is the first visible action of the new year. 
And it is a critical action, as it has to rejuvenate 

our motivation and to ensure continuity of 
projects.  Most particularly, it has to decide on 

difficult matters, especially on our membership 
forum outcomes, including club meeting 

format, membership strategy and targeted 
marketing.  

If you are reading these lines, the Boards have 

already met and major decisions will be outlined at the 
meeting. 

See you in full activity around Elissa and her team next 

Sunday KIDS cannot be a DAY OUT alone: we shall all 

be there! 

Ouf! Oh la la!   Regards,  JMB

The Ern Ainger Award

 

Prize Winners 

1st: Mark Kowalyov – Melbourne High School 
2nd: Chris Weinberg – Trinity Grammar 

3rd: Jack Fotheringham – Melbourne High School 
Encouragement Award: Caitlin McInnis –

MacRobertson Girls High School 
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Speaker Report from 5th May: Gabriela Byrne – My Passionate Affair

This item was carried over from last week’s 

Bulletin because of the Ainger program. 

Eleven years ago, Gabriella Byrne was 
– in her words – totally out of control. 
Three things had gone wrong in her 

life: (1) She had a well-paid job she 
hated but couldn’t afford to leave, (2) 

as an ex-basketballer, she was panick-
ing at encroaching old age, and (3) she 
was wondering “is this is all there is?” 

She described the allure of the pokey 
venue:  the smell (it’s the same in 
every gaming room), the flickering 
lights just above eye level, the relaxing 
darkness, the hallelujah chorus of the 

music from the machines:  “It is,” she 
said, “A deliberate set-up.”  Aristocrat, 

Australia’s manufacturer of gaming 

machines, employs 14 psychologists. 
They know what they are doing. 

She went, she told us, one day to a 
gaming room with some friends.  It 
seemed harmless enough to flutter a 

few coins into a machine: it was fun, 
yet within five weeks she was going 
there three to five times a day. Money 
became an issue because she lost 

$40,000 in just five months, and all in 
coins! (These were the days before 
they had machines that would accept 

notes.) 

School and other bills went unpaid. 
Initially her husband took it well: he 
had thought she was seeing someone 
else. They refinanced the house three 

times; her daughter found a note in her 
money–box saying “Mummy has taken 
your money”, and ultimately her 

husband told her that he would have to 
throw her out because of what she was 
doing to him and the children.    

On her first visit to Gamblers’ Anony-
mous, she could not bring herself to 

stand up and say “I am a problem 

gambler”, and she was told to go away 

and come back when she could.  After 

trying all sorts of remedies, she tried 
NLP (neuro-linguistic programming), 

and this became the solution. 

Addiction, Gabriela said, starts with one 
small step:  “Let’s just have one more 

piece of chocolate,”  but it becomes a 
battle between two people in one body; 

as if between good and evil. 

She started to research brain chemistry 

and the processes that happen when an 
addict is gambling:  A win floods the 
body with endorphins; you feel warm, 
happy - and you want more.   

Gabriela had one relapse: she went to a 
gaming room when she had some spare 

time after going shopping for a present.  
Realising what had happened, she went 

home, rang her husband and told him. 
Then she rang her sister and told her to 
keep the kids. Preparing to commit 
suicide, she lay on the kitchen floor, 

feeling free and calm, but luckily her 
husband arrived home in time to stop 
her. She remembers him saying, 
“Gaby, I think this time we’ve made it.”   

Today she looks at pokey machines and 
can’t understand what she saw in them.  

In 1997 with the Rev. Tim Costello, she 
co-wrote a book called “Chrysalis”, 

recounting her experience, and aiming 
to help others avoid the same trap.  
She joined the speaker circuit and – in 
response to the many women who have 

said to her that they have nowhere to 
go to mix with friends in a friendly but 
harmless atmosphere – she started a 
venue in Lilydale to provide such a 

place.  When the lease expired, sadly 
the organisation was scattered, but she 

is now working on finding existing 

venues which can be branded as “The 
3rd Place” (i.e. not home or work) 
where women can go. 
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Welcome Back Dinner for “our” 
GSE Team. The Rotary Club of Chad-
stone/East Malvern is hosting the 

“Welcome Back Dinner” for our District’s 
GSE team. This is an important event 

where “our” GSE team presents us with 
an audio-visual of their experiences. 

The dinner will be at the beautiful 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club featuring a 

sumptuous three course dinner. 
Date/Time: Wed. 21st May 7.00pm for 
7.30pm  Venue:  Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club, 489 Glenferrie Rd. Kooyong 

(ample free parking is available 
opposite Kooyong, in the Kooyong Park, 

Public Car Park, next to Vision Australia) 

Dress: Lounge Suit for men, our ladies 
are always impeccably dressed.   Cost: 
$50 per head ( full 3 course dinner )  
Bookings: PP Michael Bennett: 0412 

636 264 michaelbennett@live.com.au 
Please contact Trevor Pang tonight to 

coordinate RCR table. 

Overheard: Barbara Woodberry, on 

being told that attending the 

Crackerjack Bowls Day counted as a 
make-up:  “I didn’t realise that was a 

make-up.  We were having too much 
fun for that!” 

Friends Of Rotary & Rotarians: A 
reminder about the forthcoming 
Designer Knitwear Parade & Morning 

Tea.  Unique knitwear, moderate pricing 
(if you are tempted).  10% to our 
Charity.  When:  10.30 a.m. Thursday 
June 12, 2008  Where: at 7 Florida St. 

Mt. Waverley.  Tickets:  $20.  Please 
ring Sue Roberts (9802 3757)  or Jenny 

List (9816 9747).  Please bring your 

friends for a great morning out! 

Our Changeover Night: Friday 20th 
June! Details in panel below.  Great 
music ; great food; great entertain-

ment; great dancing – well, some of 

us… Book with Trevor Pang asap please.  

Forthcoming Events 
WHEN SOCIAL EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 

21st May, Wednesday, 
7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Welcome Back Dinner for District 9800’s GSE Team – see above 

23rd May – Friday 
6 45am for 7 15am – 
8.30am 

Yarra Cluster Business Breakfast – The Boroondara Paper ‘Science & the 

Challenge for the Future’. Guest speaker: 
Nobel Prize winner, Prof. Peter Doherty. Held at Leonda, 6 Wallen Rd, Hawthorn. Supporting 
Rotary’s ‘Boroondara Cares’ project. Cost details & bookings: John Hudson 9882 2663  

25th May, Sunday, 2 
separate sessions:  10.00am 
and 1.00pm 

Richmond Rotary’s ‘Kids Day Out’ – Featuring ‘Wags the Dog’ courtesy of Esprit. 

Collingwood Town Hall. Entertainment, stage performance fun and food – suitable for 
toddlers to 8 year olds.  Call Elissa Marriott: 9429 6033 or secretary@rotaryrichmond.org.au 

NOTE THIS: 
20th June – Friday 6.30 for 
7.00 pm  

Richmond Rotary Changeover Night to be held at the Eastern Golf Club.  473 
Doncaster Road, Doncaster.  $55.00 pp all inclusive – 3-course dinner with pre-dinner drinks 
& hot canapés. Entertainment by “DOUBLE the DIVA” with Brigid DeNeefe (5-piece band) – 
45 minutes set. Entry: Pre-paid ticket only. RSVP 6th June to PE Trevor Pang 

12th June, Thurs 10.30 am Designer Knitwear Parade & Morning Tea – see above. 
29th June, Sunday, 1.30am District 9800 Changeover - Lunch at Leonda by the Yarra, Wallen Road, Hawthorn. 

And finally:  “There are 10 kinds of people in this world: Those who can count in 
binary and those who can’t.” 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9800,  R.I. & OTHER ROTARY LINKS 

Richmond Rotary website: www.rotaryrichmond.org.au 

District 9800 Home page:      www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

District E-Zine:  www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Networker 

DG’s weekly message: http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/DistrictGovernor#DGMessage 

Rotary International:      www.rotary.org 

RI President’s Monthly Message  

 http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/RotaryLeadership/RIPresident/Pages/Messages.aspx 


