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Meeting 2143                                                       11 July 2011

ROTARY CLUB OF RICHMOND

The Tiger Cub      Rag

2011 - 2012

   Following an excellent District Changeover at Moonee Valley  
   Race Course on Sunday 26th June, when District 9800 Governor 
   2010-2011, Iven Mackay, handed over to District 9800 Governor 
   2011-2012, Keith Ryall, we had a great Changeover Lunch on 
Sunday 3rd July, when last year’s Club President, Jo Cowling, handed over to 
myself.  I am looking forward with some trepidation I must admit, to continuing the 
valuable work of Immediate Past President Jo.  
 
Rotary International is encouraging us all to change and there will be many changes 
occurring within our Club in the coming Rotary year.  We have been encouraged to 
become more computer literate, using our Club Website frequently and using 
FaceBook, as well as referring to the District Networker, for District Information.  As 
a result of these changes the Bulletin, (“The Tiger Cub Rag”), will be able to become 
smaller.  What will not change is our desire to continue our projects that are 
working well and to commence other projects where we can see a need. 
 
Looking forward to a successful and rewarding year for us all. 
 
 
 

ROB’s 

 

 

 

Meeting 2172                                          26 March 2012 
 
 
 

SPEAKER 
Chris de Fraga 

How to Crash your Car 
 
 

CHAIR 
Ben Hosking 

 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
John Nairn – 24 March 

 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
Nil 

 
 

Induction Anniversaries 
Kieran Moore – 1 April 1981 
Trevor Pang – 1 April 1990 



Next Week’s Speaker 
 Susan Frances 
General Manager - The Bennelong Foundation 

 

A Major Sponsor of the Rotary Next Step Program 2011 - 2012 
 Susan is General Manager of the Bennelong Foundation.  After a long and 
varied career in insurance, finance and the manufacturing industry, Susan 
joined the philanthropic sector with the Colonial Foundation, one of Australia’s 
largest philanthropic foundations. 

During project work with Cricket Victoria in 2005, Susan met Bennelong 
Group’s Chairman, Jeff Chapman, and commenced shortly thereafter with 
Bennelong Foundation as General Manager.  Since 2005, the Foundation has 
increased grant making from $477,000 to over $1 million in financial year 
2007-2008 

 

 

Incoming Email 
 
17 March 2012 
From Giulia’s Mum 
 Hi Trevor,   
I'm so happy to read your bulletin. I'd like to receive it always because I am sure that 
we, here in Brazil, must learn many things with your club. 
 
Thanks for all,  
Anne Kellen Apicelo 
arquiteta e urbanista 

 NB:  
Giulia went to the Melbourne Formula 1 Grand Prix on Sunday 18 March & played 
for Richmond at the Heritage Lawn Bowls last Wednesday. 
 She is currently “On Safari” in Central Australia, Surfers Paradise & Sydney. 

  

Rotary International Theme 2012 - 2013 

"PEACE THROUGH SERVICE" 



Richmond Success Story 
 
BRIDGE LAUNCH AT KINGLAKE – By Annie Wysham 
 
On Saturday, 17th March, 2012, we gathered on the newly completed bridge that leads to the 
Kinglake bush property of Anthony and Marie McMahon.  Anthony, Marie and their family 
wanted to provide a BBQ lunch as a thank you for the generosity that had been shown them 
by our Richmond Rotary Club, Rotary District 9800 Bushfire Relief Fund and Centacare, now 
Catholic Care, in jointly providing the funds for the rebuilding of their bridge. 

Following the loss of the original wooden bridge which was destroyed in the dreadful 
bushfires on Black Saturday, 7th February, 2009, that ravaged parts of Victoria, the 
McMahon family were unable to source financial support to rebuild their ‘lifeline’. The bridge 
straddled Mountain Creek and gave access to their sawmill business, which was also 
consumed by the fires. It seems that they simply ‘slipped thru the cracks’ with their special 
need that other charitable bodies and government agencies would not, or could not, 
address.  This, amongst other issues, consequently caused a great deal of pain and 
suffering which affected the wellbeing of the family and of Anthony in particular. Bonny 
Grant, now fiancé of Nick Cowling, Jo and Michael’s son, was Anthony’s Social 
Worker/Counsellor post Black Saturday.  Bonny approached the Rotary Club of Richmond in 
Past President Trevor’s year for advice and the possibility of financial support towards 
rebuilding the vital bridge.  Trevor then asked Judy Nettleton to run the project because of 
her involvement in the bushfire relief efforts through Australian Rotary Health.  Judy 
prepared a submission for Rotary District 9800’s Bushfire Recovery Fund, under the 
direction of PP Mev O’Connell, Rotary Club of Melbourne, and Mev was able to obtain 
approval for a sizeable contribution to the project.  Half of the extensive costs of almost 
$40,000 were met by Catholic Care - formerly Centacare, through the auspices of Sister 
Margaret of the Sisters of Mercy.  The Rotary Club of Richmond got to work and held a 
fabulous Lunar New Year Dinner as a fundraiser to boost the coffers.  

Finally the bridge was constructed after many operational and climatic difficulties and a date 
was eventually agreed on for the celebratory lunch.  Nine Richmond Rotary representatives 
were able to attend. Judy Nettleton got them all organised by sending out emails containing 
two separate maps with lots of added details. Included were her instructions: ‘Make sure you 
wear solid shoes’; ‘Please bring a seat if you have one’; ‘Perhaps everyone could bring 
some wine or soft drink’…and this doozie – ‘I [Judy] will bring a porta potty and toilet tent for 
our use’!  [Nothing like a few comforts, particularly for the ladies, when nature calls in the 
middle of the Aussie bush, kilometres from anywhere!  Thanks Judy!] 
 
Despite the 2 maps and despite some trees painted with yellow markings by Anthony to 
indicate Gordons Bridge Road, we still ended up having to stop and have ‘confabs’ along the 
way! President Rob eventually took the lead off Trevor who seemed to be headed for ‘Upper 
Whoop-Whoop via the Black Stump’.  Maureen and Annie were on board giving him ‘helpful’ 
directions and loads of advice, not necessarily in any particular order; plus he had Posh 
Spice detailing directions in a plummy voice on the car’s GPS!  But Gordon’s Bridge Road, 
Kinglake, eventually stumped her too – it simply wasn’t on the map!  Sue and Kevin brought 
up the rear of the convoy as we headed off again back thru the township of Kinglake.  Later, 
seasoned outback traveller, Mark Dwyer, was quick to point out that he’d made it there all by 
himself in his trusty 4-wheel drive without any help from his friends!  Nah, nah, nah! 
 
Judy and John beat us all to the bridge site…and they had to travel from Romsey in her 
trusty ute!  The plans were to arrive from 12.15pm to 12.30 pm.  ‘Aunty Judy’ kept track of 
her lost lambs by mobile phone.  She then drove down the track to meet us and guided us in 
to a clearing to park our cars; and from there we tramped approximately 200 metres to the 
bridge. 



It was a sight to behold!  The bridge, to be known as McMahon’s Bridge, was covered with 
two awnings, a portable BBQ had been transported to the site and Anthony and Marie’s son, 
David, was busy cooking lunch.  Seats had been placed along the bridge and the table 
groaned with food, wine and beer.  It was like a mirage to we intrepid travellers! After being 
introduced to the McMahon’s and their lovely family (included grandsons - 2 year old Max 
and 7 weeks old Billie), the formalities preceded lunch.  Anthony McMahon welcomed us all 
– the 16 visitors and his family members.  Jennie Beale, President of the Rotary Club of 
Kinglake Ranges, also welcomed us.  Judy gave an overview of the project and called upon 
each speaker.  The speakers proudly represented the contributing organisations.  
 
Paul, from Hollow Core Concrete Pty Ltd, the company that successfully constructed the 
new, solid, concrete bridge, outlined the many challenges they faced along the way because 
of the terrain, the isolated bush setting and the topography of the bridge site itself.  (The 
Managing Director of Hollow Core Concrete Pty Ltd, Peter Healy, was a Rotaractor and his 
father was a Rotarian with the Rotary Club of Malvern).  The highlight came when Father 
Joe of Catholic Care blessed the bridge and all who stood upon it.  He held a freshly 
plucked tree fern frond in one hand and his iPad in the other!  The fern frond was dipped in a 
bowl of holy water and he used his iPad to read the ‘Bridge Blessing’ prayer he’d found on 
Google.  A modern miracle and manna from heaven - via the internet!  Mev Connell, who 
has devoted the past 3 years to helping so many bushfire victims and their communities, 
shared some of his experiences in the Kinglake area as the representative of Rotary’s 
Bushfire Recovery Fund.  Past President Trevor and President Rob both spoke with feeling 
on behalf of us all at Richmond Rotary.  Sadly Bonny was not present to share in the 
testimonies as her Grandmother had passed away 2 days prior.   
 
Later we tramped up the hill to the clearing created by Anthony where he and Marie plan to 
build a new house.  We stood quietly and watched to see if we could spot the platypus that 
live in the wetlands of Mountain Creek that the property overlooks.  The platypus often lay on 
the surface ‘sunbaking’ Anthony told us.  Warm hugs and firm handshakes were shared as 
we departed late afternoon after helping with the packing up. 
 
‘We’ll be back’ we reassured the McMahons’, as Anthony agreed that he could do with some 
assistance to finish cleaning up the site.  An organised working-bee would be just the ticket!  
He’ll get back to us with some dates.  Can’t wait.  
Recommended viewing - http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/projects_community_bushfire_response_black_saturday
and  
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/20120210_black_saturday_three_years_on

U 

*Our photographers on the day were Maureen and Judy – with thanks to them both. 

 

Richmond Success Story .....continued



McMahon's Bridge - photos....



‘MESSIN’ ABOUT IN BOATS’ ON CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2012 
– By Annie Wysham, RC Richmond’s CUA Day Coordinator 

‘The Yarra River is Melbourne's most important natural asset, and all Melbournians are dependent on it. 
It provides 70% of our piped water and its valley is world renowned for its vineyards and natural beauty. 
It is the centrepiece of many city cultural events and plays host to sports, recreational and nature-based 
activities.  The Yarra's wetlands, floodplains and banks are damaged by weeds, and continue to shrink 
from the pressure of urban growth.  Many wildlife species are now endangered.  State Government 
research shows that only 36% of the Yarra and tributaries are in good condition’ 
HUhttp://www.yarrariver.org.au/river.html

U   
 
This year it was decided that on Clean Up Australia Day, Sunday, 4 March, 2012, the Rotary 
Club of Richmond would join in with the Yarra Riverkeepers Association (YRKA) to help 
clean up the Yarra River and its banks at their designated City of Yarra site at the Fairfield 
Boathouse.  It proved to be a good decision and a great success, with everyone from our 
'camp' keen to return next year.   
 The Boathouse offered their wooden rowboats and canoes, plus lifejackets, free-of-charge to 
the Yarra Riverkeepers and the CUA Day volunteers.  Life jackets were compulsory, as was 
having fun.  Messin' about in boats collecting rubbish was a real hit!  Shades of ‘Mole’ and 
‘Ratty’ on the river.  Exploring the river and also the Yarra Park area on foot (via the Pipe 
Bridge) was also a new experience for most. 

 The Rotary Club of Richmond had 30 people in attendance to help clean up.  Afterwards 
everyone spoke positively about the experience which was encouraging.  I even took the 
details of a family who were standing near the boat ramp and who now want to take part in 
2013 - they were watching the row boat being filled with the bags of collected rubbish and 
hard waste items and asked me where all the rubbish had come from. 

 I even handed out our RCR volunteer information cards to the breakfast diners on the 
balcony of the Fairfield Boathouse who were watching our activities with interest!  Chew 
Chan was the man behind the lens creating our ‘Clean Up Day CHandid Camera’ pictorial 
record.  Thanks Chew! 

 
Anthony Gill, site organiser, emailed the following, immediately post the event:  

 

‘Besides the boat load [of rubbish] we collected at Fairfield there was a similar amount collected at Bell 
Bird Park Picnic Area and also at Studley Park Boathouse [YRKA’s other clean-up sites]; so three times 
the amount you saw us row away with… Thanks for yours and your Club's great support.  I'm pleased 
the folks enjoyed themselves and want to do it again next year. 

 

Later he forwarded an email of thanks: 

 

Wed 14th March 2012 - This rather belated email is to thank everyone who volunteered their time a 
couple of weeks ago to help clean up the Yarra River for Clean Up Australia Day.  Although the river 
had been flushed out by recent rains we still collected a significant amount of rubbish, not only from the 
water but also from the banks.  Thanks for taking pride in our wonderful river and I look forward to 
seeing you again next year.  Regards - Anthony Gill, Site Supervisor [CUA Day2012 - YRKA] 

 

THANK YOU yet again to the Richmond Rotarians, families and Friends who happily 
supported their Rotary Club and me - as RCR’s CUA Day Coordinator - and the YRKA team 
with their keen participation.  They were Rtn. Tony and Lorel Webb (FoRR), Rtn. Jean Marc 
Berthier, Rtn. Ross Telfer, Susanna Chan (FoRR), JJ, 10 Golden Key International Honour 
Society members, Rtn. Chew Chan, Rtn. Kristen Widdop and FoRR’s -Steven, Tessa and 
Patrick Widdop, Sophie Lim - Manager and 6 staff from McDonald's Church Street, 
Richmond and Councilor Alison Clarke, City of Yarra, and Hon Richmond Rotarian.  

 

You all helped make a real difference to that picturesque bend in the Yarra River at Fairfield 
Boathouse on the morning of Sunday 4 March 2012.  



Clean Up Australia - photos....



SO COMMITTED TO CLEANING UP AUSTRALIA!  
Johannes Misselhorn (FoRR) might have been on holidays but he still found time to 
do his bit on Clean Up Australia Day.  Wife Jutta took this photo as he picked up 
rubbish roadside on the Worlds End Highway near Burra, South Australia in arid 
conditions.  
 Johannes has always been a keen member of the Rotary Club of Richmond's Clean 
Up Australia Day team and we missed his presence this year as we shared in the 
cleaning up of the Yarra River around Fairfield Boathouse. 

 Johannes and Jutta are now back home after travelling 20,000 kms through the 
Outback of Australia in their wonderful Winnebago home on wheels - without any 
accidents and no damage save to a side mirror. 

 These 'adopted' Aussies are both intrepid travellers and great companions.  No 
doubt they'll soon be on the road again now they've caught the wander-lust bug! 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Date Day Chairperson
21‐Mar Wednesday Heritage Cluster Bowls Night 578 Brunswick Street Fitzroy North R C Fitzroy
26‐Mar Monday Chris De Fraga How to Crash Your Car Ben Hosking
29‐Mar Thursday Mock Job Interviews Melbourne Girls' College Tim Baker
2‐Apr Monday Susan Francis Bennelong Trust Tim Baker

16‐Apr Monday Angela Conquet Dancehouse Tim Baker
23‐Apr Monday Jennifer North Ronald McDonald House at Monash John Benger
30‐Apr Monday tba tba tba
7‐May Monday Nanci Thurston HeartSmart at Epworth Melissa Carfax‐Foster

14‐May Monday Australian Rotary Health Hat Day Annie Wysham
21‐May Monday Jennifer Elliot Baby Boomers Bellies & Blood Sugars Dot Brown
28‐May Monday Ainger  Awards Public Speaking Awards Ben Hosking
18‐Jun Monday Geoff Sussman tba tba
2‐Jul Monday Club Changeover Night President Rob to President Elect Sue TBA

* Club Meeting



    

AINGER MEMORIAL AWARD  
FOR PUBLIC SPEAKING 2012 

 
Ern Ainger was an honoured past president of the Rotary Club 
of Richmond who valued in himself and others the art of 
effective communication. 

This effective speaking contest, now in its twenty-third year, is 
open to secondary school students from interested schools in 
the Metropolitan Area. This competition is about effective 
speaking where the ability of the speaker to “communicate” with 
the audience is being judged. 

It is based upon the statement by Cicero “that often an 
argument of great merit is lost to an argument of lesser 
merit which is better presented”. Past President Ern Ain

ger
The aim is to appeal to a wide audience and not an adjudicator - as in a debate. It is not a 
competition to see how many points you can score or how much information you can include 
in the time allotted; nor should it be delivered as a “lecture”. In this competition, the subject 
matter and the scope of an argument is relatively unimportant; rather, the manner of delivery 
and the effect on the audience are the major considerations. The delivery should be as 
natural as possible, the competitor speaking “with” the audience rather than “at” them. At the 
same time although the topic is not judged, you should make it interesting and clearly of 
importance to you. 

Remember also that an audience cannot absorb the spoken word delivered at a speed 
greater than 120 words per minute. 

 

 The prizes for the initial round are: 1st $100, 2nd $75, 3rd $50 and an Encouragement 
Award of $40, kindly donated by NHP Electrical Engineering Pty Ltd. 

DATE: Monday 28 May 2012  
TIME: 6.30pm for 7.00pm 
PLACE: Amora Hotel Riverwalk 

OUR ADJUDICATORS 

 
 

Helen Gray 
Helen Gray has recently retired from the teaching 
profession. She studied English, French and German at 
school and university, then taught these languages from 
Prep to Year 12 in many different schools. Helen advises 
each of her language courses included an oral component 
and she is still constantly amazed by the courage, 
originality and wit of people increasingly younger than her. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stephen Yolland 
Was born in the UK and has a combined honours degree in 
English and Theology. In 1986 he was the British Public 
Speaking Champion and a finalist in the British Debating 
Championships. He was also runner-up in the European 
Speaking Championships in Finland. He was also involved 
in politics in the UK standing for the Liberal Party. Since 
moving to Australia in 1987 he has advised a number of 
Australian political, charitable and social organisations on 
their public presence and forged a highly acclaimed second 
career in advertising and marketing. Steven is constantly in 
demand as a motivational speaker. 
 
 

ROTARY CLUB
OF RICHMOND INC



Volunteers “Satisfied”but 
More are Needed  
While Australian volunteers find their 
experience extremely satisfying, more are 
needed, particularly in emergency services, 
according to the 2011 National Report on 
Volunteering. 
The HUfull version

UH of the report has just been 
released by Volunteering Australia with the 
findings reaffirming the contribution 
volunteering makes to social inclusion in 
Australia. 

  Photo courtesy Good Friday Appeal 

Described as the largest survey of issues and trends in volunteering in Australia, the report 
found that more than 90 per cent of respondents said they found their volunteering 
experience satisfactory. 

However almost 69 per cent of respondents said their organisation needs more volunteers 
particularly high in emergency services and sport/ physical recreation. 

Volunteering Australia chief executive, Cary Pedicini, said that 75 per cent of respondents 
preferred to volunteer for the same organisation in the future. 

“Long term volunteers are particularly important for many organisations who invest heavily in 
training, protecting and supporting their volunteers,” Pedicini said. 

Pedicini also said the fact that 23 per cent of volunteers said that in the last three months 
they had not received the recognition that is most important to them suggests more work is 
needed to ensure volunteers are valued. 
“Volunteering does not happen without investing in support resources so volunteers who 
commit long term are helping to ensure that investment is used to the greatest effect for the 
people who benefit from their generosity.” 

The report also found that volunteers in Australia most commonly volunteer because of the 
difference they make to the community and the sense of purpose their volunteering gives 
them. 

Meanwhile training for volunteers and managers of volunteers was said to be one of three 
top priorities in need of the most urgent action for organisational respondents. 

Other key findings in the report include: 

• The three most important things to continue volunteering were location, matching 
volunteering opportunities to skills and interests, and the values of the organisation 
they volunteer with. 

• 43.2 per cent said that being accepted as a valuable team member was the most 
important form of recognition to their feeling valued as a volunteer. 

• The majority of volunteers say they have been able to access the training they need 
to undertake their role effectively but approximately one in five volunteers had 
difficulty accessing this training. 

“The high level of satisfaction was not surprising as volunteers tend to do their bit for the 
satisfaction of knowing they are helping others,” Pedicini said.   

                                                                                                 www.probonoaustralia.com.au 



Friends of the Rotary Club of Richmond 
 

Invite you to join us for an afternoon of New Orleans Jazz with 
 

THE  LOUISIANA  SHAKERS 

AT 

The Clyde Hotel 

Corner Elgin & Cardigan Streets, Carlton 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
1.00pm-5.00pm 

 

 
 

“Carlton’s Best Kept Secret” 
Derek Reynolds, Trumpet: Charlie Powell, Trombone: Nick Polites, Clarinet:  

Ashley Keating(leader), Banjo:  Nat Garbutt, String Bass: Kevin Bolton, Drums. 
 

Free Entry 
Excellent lunch menu, drinks at bar prices, beer garden. 

Please confirm attendance with Maureen Pang: 

maureen.pang@bigpond.com 

 

 



 
Invites you to join them at their 

Personal and Personal and Personal and Personal and PPPProfessional rofessional rofessional rofessional DDDDevelopment evelopment evelopment evelopment 

SSSSpeaker Seriespeaker Seriespeaker Seriespeaker Series    
Join us to listen to some of the best in the business talk about the skills that have made them a success. Get practical tips on 

investments, time management and business. We’re presenting community leaders throughout 2012 on Tuesday’s at 7pm at the 
Swan Hotel, Corner Swan and Church Streets, Richmond.  

For more details contact Saxon Mitchell (President) 0425 775 885 or saxon.mitchell@rcmelpark.com 

 
Wendy Cole - Tuesday 4th April 7pm – Swan Hotel 
 

Wendy Cole is i-Mastery’s Principal and is actively involved in designing and 
facilitating customised training workshops and providing individual coaching. 
In addition to her training facilitation work, Wendy has held a variety of 
leadership roles and positions in Melbourne, Sydney, Perth and the USA. 
Wendy has extensive management experience; successfully leading teams 
through periods of rapid growth and change.  

 

Will Fowles – Tuesday 19th April 7pm – Swan Hotel 
 
Will Fowles is an Australian businessman. He is the Principal of Piper 
Capital, a boutique hospitality and property investment firm based 
in Melbourne. He shot to prominence in 2005 when he became the 
youngest ever member of the Committee of the Melbourne Cricket Club. He 
also received much attention for his unsuccessful bid for Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne in 2008. 

Paul Benveniste – Tuesday 1st May 7pm – Swan Hotel 
 
Paul joined Evans and Partners in 2010, and has worked in financial services since 1997 
(having spent four years in private business prior to this). Initially with ANZ Private Bank, 
Paul joined Investec Bank in 2001, and was most recently responsible for the Private 
Client Treasury and Investments area in Melbourne. Paul has worked with Private Clients 
across a range of issues including debt and investments, in both listed and unlisted 
markets. Paul holds a Bachelor of Commerce from Adelaide University and a graduate 
diploma in financial planning from FINSIA (Securities Institute). 
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