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ROTARY CLUB OF RICHMOND

Meeting 2111 20 September 2010

Forthcoming:

Date

27 September

4 October

7 October

11 October

Speaker & Topic

Matter Machar
- Sudan to Melbourne
  A story of survival

NO MEETING - Combined with RC Brunswick 7 Oct

Combined Club’s Meeting with RC Brunswick
(Details on Page 6)

Dr Gordon Cheyne
- Rotary Action Group for Population
  and Sustainable Development

Chair

Janice Kesterton

T B A

Meeting

2112

2113

2114

Birthdays

thChew Chan - 25

st
Dot Brown - 21

Wedding Anniversaries

Nil

Induction Anniversaries

Nil

Show ‘n Tell
Our members talk about some

  of their Favourite Things
( Details on Page 3 )

SPEAKER

CHAIR
John Liddell
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Greetings Rotarians and Friends,   

What an entertaining guest speaker Pete Smith was, taking most of us on a trip down memory lane. 
It was also a pleasure to see our Sergeant Annie at her best with her items of memorabilia and her 
wonderful wit adding to a most enjoyable night. I was very pleased to see this meeting so well 
attended as we had a number of visiting Rotarians, family and friends join us (just what I had hoped 
for). It was pleasing to see Rotarians’ Jenny Crofts (accompanied by her daughter Lany) and Jean 
Marc Berthier return to the Club following some weeks away on business. I was also delighted to 
hear that Brian List’s health is improving and he has returned home; we look forward to seeing he 
and Jenny back at the Club soon. 

What else is happening around the Club? 

This week has been a little quieter around the club, with all ‘bubbling along’ very nicely. Trevor 
Pang and I visited the RC Melbourne Park on Tuesday night along with members of the 2012 
Conference Planning Committee. They included the RC Carlton’s DGE Keith Ryall and 2011 
Conference Planning Committee Chair, Victor Sullivan, who presented to the RC Melbourne Park 
and asked for their ideas and suggestions in providing a younger persons perspective for the 
conference. PAG Chris Wang (RC Melbourne), Rotarians’ Melissa McIntosh (RC Carlton) and our 
own Trevor Pang were in attendance as members of this committee. I am always warmly welcomed 
to the RC Melbourne Park meetings and I look forward to visiting again soon and you are always 
welcome to join me. Michael O’Sullivan played an instrumental role in his Presidency year in 
assisting this club to be chartered and it is a delight to see them in action. I noted Trevor had 
highlighted ‘Women in Rotary’ on our website - YouTube - and how this change is reflected in our 
own Club with 15 female members! On Wednesday I attended a working bee at the Yarra Primary 
School helping with some garden maintenance for the schools Kitchen Garden Program, whilst the 
students prepared for Arts Week. (See page 3) I have to say I am booking into an exercise program 
as I came home a little stiff and sore!!! 

Next week, Monday 27th September, we have Mattar Machar (see page 8) as our guest speaker. I am 
looking forward to this and I hope to encourage some of our younger friends and family to attend 
and hear first hand his remarkable story about his remarkable journey.  

Until next week - 

Jo Cowling  
President 2010-2011 

SEPTEMBER IS ROTARY NEW GENERATIONS MONTH 

From RI Youth Exchange September E-Newsletter: ‘Your club’s and district’s 
 involvement in youth programs not only can attract younger members who have families  
but also can lead to increased satisfaction and retention among current members, who gain a sense 
of fulfillment by working with young people. As an added benefit, involving your community’s youth 
in Rotary programs and service projects teaches them about the organization’s extraordinary work 
and prepares them to become the Rotarians of tomorrow.’ Under the direction of Nia Holdenson, 
New Generations Chair, Richmond Rotary sponsors students to RYPEN, MUNA, RYLA, National 
Youth Science Forum (NYSF) and the Siemens Science Experience and gives support through 
RYAP, Next Step and the Mock Job Interview Program per Community/Vocational Services Chair, 
Tim Baker. (Acronyms explained on page 201 of your 2010-2011District 9800 Information 
Directory) 

BRIDGING CONTINENTS

BUILDING COMMUNITIES
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THIS MONDAY’S SPEAKERS CORNER: MEETING 2111, 20th August 2010 

Topic: ‘SHOW ‘N TELL’ Time – Time to share a special  
  object of interest  

Chair: John Liddell (Our SHOW man alias Will (Yum)  
  TELL!) 

THIS COMING MONDAY, 20th September, our Club Meeting will be a 
relaxed fellowship meeting with finger food served on the night.  
  

A nice night to invite a friend, family member, business associate, old 
flame (or even the neighbours) along to your Rotary Club! 

 

& Members/Friends to bring along something that’s of interest and tell  
us about it 

¯ It could be an objêt d’art, or some curio or a sample of a collection or  
something you’ve made or…the list of options goes on!   

 

Time allotted: 5 minutes per person 
 

Please book in your item with Chair, John Liddell.  
E: liddellz@bigpond.net.au  
 

EVERY GIRL NEEDS A SHED.... 
President Jo Cowling (L) and Jude O'Sullivan (R) are 
pictured in the Kitchen Garden Program's shed 
alcove at the end of a Wednesday gardening session at 
the Yarra Primary School, Richmond, with other 
volunteers in the background. They'd just enjoyed a 
hot cuppa in the shed following a morning of activity 
in the school's garden with some of the  students. Jude 
O'Sullivan is the YPS Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 

Garden Program Coordinator and President Jo is a weekly 'green-thumbs' volunteer representing 
the RC Richmond. The photo was taken by Annie Wysham, Tiger Rag Sub-Ed.  

Since its inception at Yarra Primary in 2007, the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
program has become a feature of the school – with a focus on eco- sustainability – creating social, 
physical, moral and intellectual development. The engaging curriculum has the children actively 
growing organic food that is then harvested, cooked in the YPS kitchens, and enjoyed by the 
children.Yarra Primary School was the proud winner of the NMR Victorian Schools' Garden 
Awards for 2009. 

As President Jo mentioned in this week's President message - On Wednesday I attended a 
working bee at the Yarra Primary School helping with some garden maintenance for the schools 
Kitchen Garden Program, whilst the students prepared for Arts Week. I have to say I am booking 
into an exercise program as I came home a little stiff and sore!!! 

Why Biggin Scott?&

richmond@bigginscott.com.au

Supreme Service for ALL Property Transactions

28 Bridge Road   Richmond  3121

Tel  9429 9177
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LAST WEEK’S SPEAKERS’ CORNER SUMMARY-  
For Mon. 13

th
 September 2010  

Guest Speaker:  Pete Smith OAM   
Topic:   A Lifetime in the Media         Chair: Tim Baker 
 

We didn’t have to flick the switch, twiddle the knobs or aim the remote 
at media personality, Pete Smith, to see & hear him last Monday night 
– ‘cos he was installed right there in front of us at our last RC 
Richmond meeting! He was in full vision, with clear audio, high 
definition, living colour, great viewing angles, fascinating props & a 
stellar reception! Pete Smith is best known to so many of us from his 
days on GTV9’s ‘In Melbourne Tonight’ with Graham Kennedy & 
Bert Newton; & later Channel 9’s ‘Sale of the Century’ with compere 
Tony Barber, then Glen Ridge. Clever John Liddell, Program Chair, 
was able to convince Pete to be our esteemed guest speaker & weren’t 
we thrilled! Pete’s attendance encouraged several visitors; visiting 
Rotarians, Friends of Richmond Rotary & family members included. 
Pete stated in his introduction that he prefers an older audience as he 
talks about things from the past! [We were happy to partly oblige – 
several of that age bracket referred to were ill or away on holidays! 

No names of course!] He grew up in the 50’s when people sat around the radio at night. His family 
owned a Chrysler 3-in-1 & listened to announcers such as Norman Banks & Kevin O’Gorman! The 
first single that Pete purchased was titled, ‘I Didn’t Know the Gun Was Loaded’, sung by the 
Andrew Sisters! He then took us from his days as a junior cinema projectionist’s assistant at the 
Palais, into the world of radio (wireless) when he spun the 10 top tunes off the old 78’s. Philip Brady 
(3AW) & Mike Walsh were also juniors. Pete showed us a cylinder record, the forerunner of the 
records.They couldn’t be mass-produced like the flat record singles & albums because they cracked. 
These days kids ask him, ‘What’s an album?’ Video discs were a revolution with the whole movie & 
the sound on the disc. In the days when ABC Radio announcers wore dinner suits, Pete joined the 
ABC as a junior announcer doing the Sports Hit Parade from the Ripponlea studios, interspersed 
with the race results! It was then he was offered the opportunity to join GTV9 & started doing the 
‘Colvan Potato Chips ad on ‘In Melbourne Tonight, competing with Graham Kennedy’s spoofs on 
the Raoul Merton ads. ‘If your feet are hurtin’, they’re sure to be Raoul Merton!’ & those legendary 
commercials for ‘Pal Dog’. Sales for both products escalated! TV these days is a no longer a novelty. 
In the early days a TV technician came to the home & tuned your new TV; all part of the sales pitch. 
(That’s why there’s a test pattern) In the 50’s the pioneers of TV mostly came from radio & the 
newspaper industries. but Pete also worked with Val Jellay & Joff Ellen & others who were straight 
from the Tivoli vaudeville. They made on-air mistakes all the time! The performers & the audience 
were all learners! Pete said he wouldn’t want to be starting out now. People have such a short 
attention span & TV is no longer a novelty. The Networks’ eminator is Sydney these days. “It’s been 
a roller-coaster ride. I’m a very lucky man.” he stated with a broad smile, as he accepted a Richmond 
Rotary pen of appreciation to a round of loud applause. 
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                         Melissa Carfax-Foster   
   Rotary Club of Richmond 2010-2011:  
   Director Second Year (Community  
   Services); Slade Literary Awards Chair;   
   4 Steps For Life – CPR Program   
   Facilitator 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What year and why did you join Richmond Rotary? 
In 2007. My children have all benefited from the work done by a great number of 
volunteers in community basketball, netball and cricket clubs. I guess I joined to put back a 
little of what we’ve received, albeit through another community organisation but one with a 
very strong community focus.  
 

What keeps you committed to Rotary itself? 
Rotary does great things for a number of groups in the community –and it is all 
accomplished with fun and laughter, two of the essential ingredients for a happy life.  This 
is what might be called a ‘win-win’! 
 

What was your very first Rotary project? 
I think that it may have been an involvement in the Mock Job Interview project. 
 

What’s been your favourite RCR commitment and why?  
Having worked in acute care hospitals for many years I have seen the consequences of a 
sudden heart attack with no CPR provided, usually because of lack of knowledge of 
bystanders. Therefore my favourite commitment has been to the 4 Steps For Life – CPR 
Programme (Ambulance Victoria).  
 

What keeps you awake at night? 
Richard’s snoring! Would anyone like him? 

ON  

THE 

SPOT 
 

ALMONER’S REPORT – FROM THE SICK BAY.  
By Our Acting Club Almoner – Sr. Annie with the Bedpannie 

Put in a call to Warren and Beryl Golding and had a nice chat and catch-
up with Beryl. Warren is feeling well – ‘he’s in remission and he’s really 
happy’, Beryl said. The last of his 8 treatments are on Tuesday next. His 
doctor then only wants to see him once in every 3 months for the next 3 
years for treatment. He’s administered a drug at these visits to make sure 
‘there’s no more rogue cells in his system’, Beryl added. Beryl is seeing 
her doctor next week as she now needs to be operated on for a hernia.  

Brian List is enjoying being back home and is already making plans for golf and catch-ups with 
Rotary friends, the grapevine tells me - there was no answer at List Lodge when the Acting Almoner 
phoned! 

Charter Member Geoff Clarke is enjoying reasonable health and is much better he tells me, but 
his wife Joan still suffers from debilitating back and hip pain. At their invitation they have been 
visited by former Rotarian, Pam Heath, of Classic Moves. Pam and her company will be assisting 
them in sorting and distributing their possessions in readiness for eventual down-sizing.  

DISTRICT WEB SITE: www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 
 

WEEKLY DISTRICT NETWORKER – E-ZINE, 2010-2011: 
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/current_networker 
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MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS. Source: Networker, Issue 10, 15 th 
September 2010   

As at the end of July 2010 there has been a net LOSS of 36 Rotary Members since 
June 30th 2010 or -1.3%. This number is based on the individual figures for each 
Club’s reported figures for June and July. The total District 9800 Membership 
number as at 31st July 2010 is 2702 with: 

 

• 13 Clubs showing an Increase in Membership since June 30th ‘10 
• 32 Clubs with no change and 
• 25 Clubs showing a Decrease in Membership since June 30th ‘10 
 

View the Membership Report Online on page 16 of this week’s Networker, Issue 10, 15th September, 
2010 -  
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/site/1164/Networker150910.pdf 

HELD OVER IN THE ABSENCE OF SUPER SUE - Apologies, make-ups, visitors etc.  

RICHMOND ROTARY ROUNDUP –  
 

PClub Meeting Reminder: At the Monday September 27th meeting with 
Guest Speaker, Matter Machar, a buffet meal will be served. We need numbers 
please for catering – contact Janice Kesterton  
 

PCombined Club Meeting Details: To be held on THURSDAY 7th October 
with the RC Brunswick at Bridie O’Reilley’s Irish Pub, 29 Sydney Road, 
corner Brunswick Road, Brunswick. 6.00pm for 6.30pm. PLEASE BRING A 

PAD AND PEN. Our host is President Karin Penttila. Transport: North Coburg Tram 19 travels 
Royal Parade, to corner Sydney Rd & Brunswick Rd. Upfield Train line, Jewell Station. 50 metres 
from pub. There’s a large car park behind Bridie O’Reilley’s. Car pooling is encouraged. 
Acceptances etc: Pres. Jo 

 

PJean Marc Berthier slipped back into the country and Rotary last week – and by the end of the 
week he’d slipped back out of Australia once again! Mid-August he sent Secretary Sue an email 
listing 2 of his Rotary Make-ups in New Zealand, with photos of the meetings as proof taken on his 
iPhone! He firstly visited the RCR Wellington – they have 160 members; 90 were present; plus they 
have 3 Sergeants’! (Imagine 3 X Annie – a Tassie Devil in triplicate!!!) Next night it was the RC 
Wellington central with 20 members and (almost) full attendance as it was their Changeover Night. 
The DG was present and the Guest Speaker was the NZ Person of the Year who made a 
‘tremendous’ speech. according to Jean Marc’s report. Thanks Jean Marc! 
 

PSome of the intrepid travellers have returned to Richmond Rotary! We welcome home Jenny 
Crofts, Dot Brown and Janice Kesterton. 
 

ALSO – 

PRC Hawthorn’s Grand Quilting Exhibition: To be held at the Hawthorn Town Hall, 360 
Burwood Road, Hawthorn, for 3 days from Friday, September 24, 2010. Message from Rotarian 
Anne Scott: ‘We have received 27 excellent quilts for our show from Eileen Campbell who won the 
‘Best Quilt In the World’ award at a quilting show in Houston, USA, some two years ago. Also on 
display will be the work of many other well-known quilters. Be sure to see this show - it will amaze 
you’. Email enquiries: Anne Scott at email - anne.scott2@bigpond.com OR 
margief1940@bigpond.com  
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? NEED TO NOTE – 2010 
 

SEPTEMBER IS ‘BYO FAMILY & FRIENDS MONTH’ AT RICHMOND ROTARY 
 

? Monday, 27th September Club Meeting – OF SPECIAL INTEREST - Guest Speaker: Matter 
Machar. Topic: Sudan to Melbourne - A story of survival & success. Chair, Janice Kesterton (See 
information on page 8) 
 

? Friday 1st October – BRING PARTNERS & LOTTSA FRIENDS! Film Night with FoRR - 
Balwyn Cinema plus supper: Movie: ‘Wall Street 2: Money Never Sleeps’- stars Michael Douglas. 
Cost: $30 pp –supports Disaster Aid Aust.(Book: Sue Roberts-see flyer on page 10 – web edition) 
 

? Monday, 4th October- NO CLUB MEETING – see Thurs 7th October entry 
 

? Thursday 7th Oct –. Combined Club Meeting @ RC Brunswick (TBC by Pres Jo) 
 

? Wednesday 13th Oct – Fashion Night at Boo Radley, Richmond, to raise money to support 
Disaster Aid Australia - Pakistan Flood Relief (Booking: Pres Jo - details: see flyer on page 9- web 
edition.) 
 

? Wednesday, 20th October – RYAP - ‘SNAP/HOP’ EXHIBITION (See Tim Baker) 
 

? Sunday, 24th  October – RC Nth Balwyn’s ‘Rotary Fun Run’ – Kew to Croydon.  
A community event in support of Rotary's local/international projects & promote good health, fitness 
& family fun. For families & young children as well as experienced riders. Choice of distances. 
Register on-line & find out more about the ride at www.rotaryride.com.au 
 

? Monday, 25th October – PARTNERS & FRIENDS NIGHT! Fantastic Mock Racing Night 
&Club Meeting. Wear your fanciest race-gear and hat!(Contact: Dot Brown) 

************************************************************************************ 
? Monday, 15th November – PARTNERS & FRIENDS NIGHT! Ambulance Vic’s ‘4 Steps For 
Life – CPR Program’. Includes participation by RC Fitzroy. Friends & family welcome. 
(bookings essential: Melissa CF) 
 

? Friday, 19th November - FoRR’s Visit to the Johnston Collection, East Melbourne. Maximum 
no of guests is 20. Further details TBA. Bookings: Jenny List (FoRR Chair) 
 

? Monday, 22nd November – PARTNERS & FRIENDS NIGHT! Visit to the Club by our new 
District Governor, Iven Mackay & Marilyn (Rotary Club Toorak) All our Members are asked 
to support DG’s RCR meeting visit. Apols/acceptances to Sec. Sue 

************************************************************************************ 
? Thursday 2nd Dec: Variety Club Children’s Christmas Party, Southbank. .(Set–up volunteers 
needed for Wed 1st Dec) Christmas party vols. needed 2nd Dec (See PP Michael) 
 

? Monday 6th Dec: PARTNERS & FRIENDS NIGHT! Combined Club Meeting @ RC Fitzroy 
- Wine & Cheese Night (Apols/acceptances to Sec. Sue) 
 

? Monday, 20th Dec. éééClub’s Festive Christmas Meeting & Toy Collectionééé 
PARTNERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS (big ‘n little) ALL WELCOME! 
************************************************************************************************ 
? Saturday 19th March 2011 – Wine & Chocolate Fundraiser at Sandy’s. (See Annie W) 
 

? Saturday 31st Mar-2nd April 2011: Rotary District 9800 Conference Adelaide. See update in 
Networker, 15th September, 2010. Early bird bookings for the spectacular Adelaide conference will 
now open on 21st September, 2010. (Club contact: Janice K.) 
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HEAR  MATTER  MARCHAR AT RICHMOND 
Sudan to Melbourne: A story of survival and success 
 

Matter Machar came from a small town called Ganyiel in Southern 
Sudan, a nation wracked by civil war for over 21 years.  He was 
one of a family of six and his father died when he was only five.  
He left home when only seven years old, after his home town was 
destroyed by unknown gunmen from the Islamic regime in 
Khartoum.The forces from the government destroyed hundreds of 
villages and burned down houses, livestock, people’s belongings 
and the people themselves. 

 

In the face of continuing violence, in 1988, with an unknown number of young boys and a 
few girls, he fled and headed for Ethiopia to seek refuge, peace and protection. A number 
of them survived after trekking thousands of miles to Ethiopia in the 1980's. Their journey 
was only made possible by the Red Cross which dropped food and water from helicopters 
when other relief organisations couldn’t do anything due to war in the region.  War broke 
out again in Ethiopia in 1990 and he and others walked back to Sudan.  Many of his 
friends died of starvation, thirst, by drowning in rivers or being attacked by wild animals.  
There was no refuge in Sudan so they kept on and finally reached Kenya June 1992 
(Kakuma Refugee Camp), where he was a refugee for about 10 years. 
 

In the refugee camp, life was hard but he excelled at the school and completed a high 
school certificate in 2001.  This led to his getting a scholarship to Australia through the 
Lost Boys of Sudan resettlement program.  With help from the “60 Minutes” TV program, 
Matter was the first to come to Australia.  He was first settled in Toowoomba, south of 
Brisbane, them after spending 3 months there, he moved to Sydney where he applied for 
a tertiary education in Tasmania at the Australian Maritime College.  He was accepted in 
March 2003 and graduated in 2005 with a Bachelor of Applied Science (Fisheries) 
degree. 
 

Matter then moved to Melbourne (Dandenong area) where he worked as a volunteer, 
helping other young migrants settle into the country, and as a life guard at two public 
pools.  He made another move, this time to the City of Greater Dandenong Council where 
he volunteered running sports program for young people from multicultural backgrounds.  
After a while the Council offered him a casual paid position (4 hours a week) running the 
same programs and in 2007 he was offered the opportunity to do a traineeship.  He 
completed the traineeship in 2008 and has been employed on a full-time basis since 
January 2008.  Matter is currently working for the City of Greater Dandenong Youth 
Services as a sports inclusion worker. 

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au 

When:

Time:

Where:

Contact:

Monday 27 September 2010

6.30pm for 7.00pm

Rotary Club of Richmond
Amora Hotel Riverwalk
649 Bridge Road  Richmond  3121

President Jo Cowling
jcowling@optusnet.com.au
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 Wednesday 13 October 2010 at 7:00PM

 
Cost $15.00 
Inclusive Champers & Nibbles  

RSVP 
Call President Jo  0438 305 611 

All proceeds to 
Rotary “Disaster Aid” Australia 
Pakistan Relief Effort 

Boo Radley A ladies Fashion Business with over 300 stores in Australia & NZ

Boo Radley Fashion Parade

139 Bridge Road, Richmond

!  Unique international inspired designs 

 
 
 

 
 

!  Catering to a broad spectrum of style conscious women 

!  Smart, chic casual pieces from the gorgeous glitzy to effortless easy to wear

!  Size Range 8 - 18 



10

FANCY A NIGHT WITH FRIENDS AT THE FLICS? 
 

The Friends of Richmond Rotary (FoRR) are holding a Film Night at the Balwyn Cinema on Friday 
October 1st.  
 

The film stars Michael Douglas in: 
‘WALL STREET 2: MONEY NEVER  SLEEPS’ 
 

é A Champagne and chicken sandwich supper will be served after the       
 film.   

é The film will commence at 6.30 - 7pm  
 (Exact time to be confirmed beforehand)  
    
é Cost: $30 per ticket - Supporting Disaster Aid Australia  

 www.disasteraidaustralia.org.au 
é  
éRSVP: Sue Roberts Tel: 9802 3757   
   Email:bandsroberts@optusnet.com.au 
 

Movie Synopsis: Michael Douglas is back in his Oscar® winning role as one of the screen’s most 
notorious villains, Gordon Gekko. Emerging from a lengthy prison stint, Gekko finds himself on the 
outside of a world he once dominated. Looking to repair his damaged relationship with his daughter 
Winnie, Gekko forms an alliance with her fiancé Jacob (Shia LaBeouf). But can Jacob and Winnie 
really trust the ex—financial titan, whose relentless efforts to redefine himself in a different era have 
unexpected consequences…  

 

WANTED: 

YOUR ROTARY DOWN UNDER MAGAZINES 
 
Here’s a chance to recycle your Rotary Down Under magazines when you’ve finished 
reading them from cover-to-cover!  

§ Gather them up 
§ Bring them to Rotary with you 
§ Place them in the collection box that will be placed at the front of the meeting room 

each week, marked:  

Rotary Down Under Magazines! 

 
Once I have a number of copies, I will then stamp them with the Club’s ID and contact 
details and distribute them around Richmond – Eg. Doctors’ Surgeries, Dentists’ Surgeries, 
Richmond Veterinary Clinic, Ross Telfer’s Laundromat etc.  
 

§ Any further ideas/suggestions for drop-off places in Richmond where people are 
sitting reading and waiting would be welcomed.   

§ Any help in distributing them would be wonderful too (particularly if you live locally) 
 
Annie Wysham 
Press Relations Chair 
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