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My Fellow Rotarians,
Well I hope you have all now joined a hang gliding club this week after John Liddell's talk last
Monday! The Almoner will obviously be the first to report on your activities if it does happen in the
near future! Hair raising stuff! (Hair raising? Coming from me …that’s really saying something!) I
wish John and any others the best of luck if the challenge is taken up.
We also had the pleasure of the company of AG Chris Wang at our last meeting where he presented
our Club with a Rotary International Award from Immediate Past World President D. K. Lee. This
is an award ‘that recognizes Rotary Clubs that attained the 2008-2009 Membership Goals of a
minimum net increase of 10%.’ In the Rotary year of 2008-2009 we had 10 new members join our
Club thanks to the dedication of Membership Chair, Barry Roberts, and his committee, under the
leadership of PP Trevor Pang. Read Trevor’s report on page 3.
This coming Saturday is ‘Pearl Day’! Please join Rob Mactier at his country property to enjoy some
fine food and wine in aid of Australian Rotary Health – cancer research. It promises to be a really
great day and I look forward to seeing you there if it is at all possible. Wearing pearls is a MUST requested by Rob in memory of his wife, Kate. (Details page 4)
Fast forwarding to Friday, 26th February & our Club’s major fundraiser for 2010…the Lunar New
Year Dinner will be in full flight to raise monies for RI Foundation’s ‘PolioPlus Project’, ROCAN
Ovarian Cancer Research (early detection) and the Rotary Club of Richmond’s Community
Projects. Please make sure you have your places/table booked and are ‘ready to go’ by 6.30pm on
the 26th. This will be a super night with the Lion Dance performed by 2 Lions this year. If that is
not enough, John (I like Chinese) Benger will be our host, together with the man we all consult for
matters oriental, PP Trevor Pang – all combining to bring you plenty of action, a fabulous banquet
and a wonderful night!
Have a great week and remember - THE FUTURE OF ROTARY AND OUR MAJOR
FUNDRAISER ARE IN YOUR HANDS
Michael O’Sullivan
President 2009-2010

__________________________________________________________
FEBRUARY IS ROTARY WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH
Participating in a Friendship Exchange is an ideal way to celebrate
World Understanding and Peace Day on the 23rd February,
Rotary’s anniversary. And Rotarians now have a new resource to
help locate an exchange destination. The Rotary Friendship
Exchange Matching Board provides a forum for Districts to
publicize exchange opportunities in their regions. This Web-based
publication is updated quarterly. Go to:
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/rfe_matching_board_en.pdf where you can read five
listings from Districts in Australia and many others from all points of the Rotary globe!
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL AWARD
From
Immediate Past World President D K Lee!
Report by PP Trevor Pang
The Rotary International Award from Immediate Past
World President D K Lee is an award that recognizes
Rotary Clubs that attained the 2008-2009 Membership
Goals of a
minimum net
increase of 10%. In presenting the framed award at our Club
meeting last week, 8 th February, 2010, AG Chris Wang
highlighted that the Richmond Rotary Club was amongst a
select few internationally that attained this goal! 10 new
members joined our Club in the 2008-2009 Rotary year.
In acceptance, as immediate Past President, I outlined with thanks the dedicated work of my
Membership Chair, Barry Roberts and all our fantastic Members, Partners & Friends who have
made the Rotary Club of Richmond so vibrant and exciting so as to attract new members. I also
reiterated that the ‘Embrace of Richmond Fellowship’ was of course a key to the result …and duly
gave AG Chris a sample of the same!
Also I acknowledged the new Members present last Monday - Ross Telfer, Krissy O'Reilly, Sandy
Day and Pam Heath - all who have contributed considerably, taken on principle project roles & have
become an integral part of the Richmond fraternity.

SLADE LITERARY AWARD: WINNER RECEIVES UPGRADED PRIZE.
By John Liddell, Slade Literary Award Chair
The “revised” winner of the Slade Literary Competition in September was Carmen Wiseman, of
Northcote High School. On Friday 11th December, 2009, Slade Chair
John Liddell was able to present Carmen with her Winner’s Certificate
and an extra $50, lifting her award winnings from the second prize to
first. The occasion the school chose was the Year 9 Graduation
Assembly, at which around 140 year 9 students were present. Carmen
was warmly applauded for her success and both Martin Ramsay (the
Year 9 Coordinator) and John took the opportunity to encourage Carmen
and her colleagues to enter again next year.

Why Biggin&Scott?
Supreme Service for ALL Property Transactions
28 Bridge Road Richmond 3121
Tel

9429 9177

richmond@bigginscott.com.au
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YOUR INVITATION TO A SPECIAL
‘PEARL DAY’ LUNCHEON ROB MACTIER WARMLY INVITES YOU TO HIS *PEARL DAY LUNCHEON –
TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY AT 12.30PM
AT HIS PROPERTY, ‘ALLENDALE’, 124 SUTTON GRANGE ROAD,
ELPHINSTONE.
DONATION: $50 PP TO GO TO CANCER RESEARCH
*PLEASE WEAR YOUR PEARLS IN MEMORY OF KATE
RSVP TO ROB - ASAP PLEASE
É
9078 9022 OR O412 471 023
EMAIL: rmactier@optusnet.com.au

DG Colin Muir advises that the Conference website has been refreshed
with a special offer or two - something that might interest those
Rotarians who are still undecided!! Go to:
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Conference2010
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ON
THE
SPOT

Judy Nettleton (PP; PDG; PHF - Sapphire)
Rotary Club of Richmond
2009-2010: Assistant and
loyal supporter to the Club’s
‘On-To-Conference’ Co-ordinator;
Rotary Australia:
Director – Australian Rotary Health

________________________________________________________

What year and why did you join Richmond Rotary?
I joined the Club in May 1995. John Griffith had phoned me
two years previously about an Australia wide program to employ a young person.
We talked about Rotary and he invited me to a meeting. I wanted to put something
back into the community.

What keeps you committed to Rotary itself?
Rotary is an organisation with amazing power. We have the ability to harness the
efforts of good people all around the world – just look at our achievements with the
eradication of Polio. An impossible task made possible by the efforts of many.

What was your very first Rotary project?
My first job was on the Fellowship Committee and I organised a car rally to the
Bibby’s place in Kyneton.

What’s been your favourite RCR commitment and why?
I loved being President of RCR – I still think it was my best year in Rotary. However,
I was proudest (is that the right word) of the efforts of the Club (especially Barry
Roberts) in organising the District Conference in Hobart in my year as District
Governor. In terms of the Club activities that made the most impact on the
community, I would have to say the *RYTE program that had an incredible impact on
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds.

What keeps you awake at night?
Worrying about all the things I am supposed to be doing!!!!!
[*RYTE: Rotary Youth Training Education – an earlier project of Rotary. Sub-Ed.]

D9800 BUSHFIRE RECOVERY PROGRAM - Update Report No. 5, 3RD
February, 2010
Compiled by Annie Wysham, Sub-Ed.
Forwarded by Mev Connell, Chairman, D9800 Bushfire Recovery Committee, the Report is
intended to keep Rotarian stakeholders informed about what has been happening as a result of the
District's efforts to assist survivors and their communities to recover from the February 2009 fires.
The particular significance of this Report is that it has been written almost one year after the Black
Saturday fires. Much has happened in that period of time that we can be proud of as Rotarians and
Friends. The Report states: ‘…After the first year of the Bushfire Recovery Program much work still
remains to be done. Rotary can and is making a difference and is very well recognised and respected
for its efforts…..’
As it is a 7 page document, PP Trevor Pang has now placed it on the RCR web for your attention.
To download this comprehensive report with pictures, go to www.rotaryrichmond.org.au and just
click on: D9800 Bushfire Recovery Program Progress Report No 5.
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LAST WEEK’S SPEAKER: John Liddell – A Brief History of Hang Gliding
and My Bit In It.
With warm thanks to our reporter on the night, Krissy O’Reilly
Rotarians learned last week of the history of hang gliding and John
Liddell’s bit in it. John took us through the design and development
of hang gliders from as early as 1010AD. We were told of
Leonardo da Vinci’s efforts and the Wright brothers. It wasn’t until
1931, however, that kit hang gliders began retailing after major
advancements in Germany. These designs, like early designs, were
the hang-by-the-arm-pit gliders. It was around the time of the Space
Race, when NASA were sourcing ways of bringing aircraft back to Earth safely, that great interest
was shown in taking hang gliding further. During this time came the evolution of what is known as
the Rogallo Wing. This design incorporated weight-shift for manoeuvrability and hang gliding was
now on its way to being popularised for the masses.
John Liddell was at Airforce College at the RAF Cranwell from ’63-66. After 7 years in another job,
he decided to commence university in 1973. The summer of 1974 was spent in the northern
hemisphere. As John flew in to Jackson, Wyoming, he saw a hang glider and made his decision then
and there that he simply must try hang gliding while in Jackson. The first thing John did after
getting off the plane and arranging his accommodation was to buy a newspaper and locate Hang
Gliding lessons in the classifieds. The listed contact was Ken Bird! That week in Jackson, John
experienced the sensation of being airborne with his first lesson in a Wills Wing. John commented
that he is probably the only person to have been instructed to hang glide by a man with a broken
ankle and named Ken Bird! After a week of hang gliding experience, John returned to college and
happened upon a notice seeking members to join a Hang Gliding Club. It turns out that John was the
only person at the University of Wales, Swansea, to have ever hang glided – this made him
something of an ‘expert’ and he was looked upon as a coach and authority by the other members of
the club! Gives new meaning to the term ‘winging it’!
Significantly, for the development of hang gliding as a sport, John was in Coventry in 1974 as a
representative of his club for the purpose of joining with all the other representatives of clubs in
Britain to develop the British Hang Gliding Association. John described the opportunity to hang
glide as ‘a magic experience’ – but an experience John hasn’t relived since 1975. Nonetheless, John
says he remembers the days of winching others up in the air, while sitting in the sunshine and
listening to skylarks, with great fondness.
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TUNED IN (AGAIN!): You never know who you’ll hear in the early hours…By
Annie Wysham, T Rag Sub-Ed.

ABC Broadcaster, 774’s Tony Delroy, has a general knowledge nightly quiz, just after midnight
Melbourne time, on his national Nightlife program. Last Tiger Rag I reported that ‘I almost got up and
pinned my Rotary badge to my nightie with pride!’ after hearing a caller to Tony the previous Friday
early am, describing the work of Rotary and the value of ShelterBoxes in devastated areas, particularly
Haiti.
Once again I was dozing in and out of sleep at approx.12.52am last Tuesday listening to the last few
questions of the Nightlife quiz when Tony moved on to the next caller: ‘John from Mont Albert North!’
Yes folks! That John! RCR’s John Liddell! No mistaking the English accent.
“What’s the name of the film featuring George Clooney that has been nominated for an Oscar?” Some
fast to-ing and fro-ing at the Liddell end of the phone. “My offspring says it’s ‘Up In the Air’!” Correct
answer! Sigh of relief and obvious delight.
Next question: “What year did New Zealand change their currency to decimal?” Oh gosh! “’My
offspring’ has just returned from New Zealand so he might know,” John stated, grasping at straws.
Some stumbling on this one and a bit of banter with the host! ‘My offspring’ could be heard in the
background thinking out loud; Glenys’ voice was detected having her 2 pennies worth as well on one
occasion. Tony was only moderately helpful. Consternation from John of Mont Albert North as he
stalled for thinking time.
Pressure was on. Tension was rising. I was sitting bolt-up in bed by this, willing him on! Tony
meanwhile briefly starts singing the old decimal currency jingle of 1966, when decimal currency was
introduced as legal tender in Australia: ‘In come the dollars, in come the cents, to replace the
pounds and shillings and the pence. Be prepared for changes when the coins begin to mix, on the
14th of February, 1966’ - sung to the tune of the famous Australian ballad 'Click Go the Shears'.
Finally, after what seemed ages, we all needed an answer; so, taking a guess, John from Mont Albert
North opted for “196…9!” Bad luck. It was 1967 apparently. The 10 th July, 1967. Took me awhile to
get back to sleep again though! Stay tuned - you never know who you’ll hear in the early hours…

YOUR WEEKLY NETWORKER: Check out Rotary District 9800's latest news at
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/uploads/downloads/Networker/2009_2010/
currentNetworker.pdf
Includes current event listings at ‘Notices and Events’ and ‘Events Calendar’.

Did you know that the little 'Welcome Swallow' takes its food on the wing? It's the ultimate
in fast food! http://birdsinbackyards.net/species/Hirundo-neoxena
THE QUICKEST WAY FOR A PARENT TO GET A CHILD'S ATTENTION IS TO
SIT DOWN AND LOOK COMFORTABLE.
MY WILD OATS HAVE TURNED INTO PRUNES AND ALL-BRAN.
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HOLIDAY SNAPSHOT – Buenos Aires enroute to Brazil!
Our Special Feature Reporter – Rotarian Sandy Day
Hi Rotary friends,
Annie Wysham, (Tiger Rag Sub-Editor) has
asked me to tell you a little about the
amazing holiday I had recently with my
children over the last Christmas holidays. To
give a brief background - my daughter,
Angela, had been travelling all of last year,
including spending six months in Brazil. She
was teaching digital art to underprivileged
children in one of the exceptionally poor and
underserviced neighbourhoods, known as
favelas, in Rio de Janeiro. She was also practicing her passion for participating in the marshall-arttype ‘rhythm and dance performance’ and game, known as copoeira. Therefore, as she was
planning to go back to Brazil for the Carnaval in February, I thought it would be great if my son
James and I could go over and spend Christmas and New Year with her, then travel with her
to Brazil to see why she loved the atmosphere over there so much!
As Ange couldn't get back in Brazil for six months until the 7th January, 2010, we decided to meet
up in Buenos Aires where Ange had stayed previously in a great apartment in Palermo, one of the
reasonably ritzy suburbs and the largest neighbourhood in Buenos Aires. We spent Christmas and
New Year there together going to all the various must-see sights around Buenos Aires! Buenos
Aires is the most extraordinary city; very European with huge wide streets, parklands and statues
everywhere. However, the most interesting places were off the main streets and into the various
neighbourhoods which were all so colourful and fascinating. There were also exceptionally sad
areas with much poverty, broken pavement and rubbish piled up to be
seen amongst the glitz. Many people picked up the rubbish in huge carts
to obtain money by separating the recyclable materials to sell. Also lots
of dog poo and graffito in the streets - but also lots of very manicured
dogs often being taken for a walk in huge
numbers by paid dog walkers! However,
there is so much to be seen. La Boca was an
interesting poor suburb to see; down by the
port where people, mostly from Italian
heritage, had painted their often corrugated houses, shops, restaurants,
etc. in bright colours and often adorned them with huge fanciful figures
in bright colours and equally fanciful constumes! La Boca is a great
tourist spot where people dance and sing in the streets, pose to have their
photos taken with various tango dancers and enjoy buying from all the
street stalls scattered down the sidewalks.
Another great area we visited was San Thelmo to see the amazing markets on Sunday filled with
wonderful old antiques (mostly from the art nouveau period which was during the heyday of
Argentina), silverware, leather, clothes, jewellery, paintings, etc. We also enjoyed great food and
wine while sitting in one of the squares watching tango dancers, with the background of gorgeous
old houses plus gorgeous boutique and antique shops. The following night we went to a huge
drumming experience in a warehouse with vast crowds drinking beer from huge plastic tankards
whilst bouncing up and down to the rhythm of the drums, which I enjoyed participating in myself!
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Also went to great art museums; the amazing cemetery where Eva Peron was buried which was
filled with huge ornate statues and marble facades, plus we were lucky to be staying not far from the
lovely botanical gardens and zoo.
On New Year's Eve various friends of Ange's came to visit to enjoy a drink or two on the rooftop of
our apartment block, which was a good vantage spot to see some of the many fireworks that were
being let off around the city. I retired early, before the others that is, and woke up early on New
Years Day. I decided not to disturb them as they were still sleeping and I set off to go for a walk. I
walked around the Buenos Aires Botanical Gardens, around the zoo, having a coffee along the way,
then walked around the next corner of the zoo and to my utter amazement came across the most
extraordinary sight! A line on either side of the road,
as far as the road went, of the most amazing
conglomerate of vehicles - ranging from brightly
sloganed motor-bikes to huge tank-like vehicles! They
were all lined up to go! I soon found out it was to
participate in the Dakar Rally which now spins offroad, often out of control, through to Chile and back! I
raced home and woke everyone up and told them to
follow me - much to their annoyance. But we
managed to see the beginning of the race when the motor-bikes took off. All very exciting!
The next day we left Buenos Aires and caught a plane to Iguazu Falls on the border of Brazil,
Argentina and Paraguay… and a whole new adventure started! However I have written so much,
perhaps I will stop for now and let you know more about our fascinating trip another time if you
would like - and I haven't even told you about our trip to Brazil yet! However, I must say it is nice to
be home and to catch up with all my good friends again!
Cheers, Sandy.
[Palermo, Buenos Aires – go to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palermo,_Buenos_Aires and Iguazu
Falls – go to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iguazu_Falls]

KINDYBOX PROJECT NEEDS LITTLE DOLLS...
RCR'S International project - KindyBoxes for Timor Leste requires little dolls that you
might find in dolls houses (suggested size - but willing to take any dolls). as part of the 'imagination
boxes' for the kindy children of Timor. If you or your family or friends have any such dolls at the
bottom of the toy box that you don't need anymore, could you please let me know? (Any sort
of doll; lego, fisher price, Melissa & Doug, Le Toy...)
The project also requires little animals. Thanks - Elissa Marriott.

Donations In Kind has a Sticky Problem We have almost run out of packaging tape and we are unlikely to receive any from our usual
sources this year.
Does anyone have contacts who may be able to help? Clear, coloured, patterned all gratefully
received.
Please contact Bill Dagg 0425 741045 bdagg@tpg.com.au
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All proceeds to assist PolioPlus, Rotarian Ovarian Cancer Research,
and Rotary Club of Richmond Community Projects
A good year 10
for Richmond

?
NEED TO NOTE –
*February is Rotary World Understanding Month

Our ‘Year of the Tiger’ Lunar New Year Dinner
BOOKINGS FOR TABLES/SEATS FILLING FAST!
th

?
Friday, 26 February 2010 – OUR MAJOR FUNDRAISER FOR RI FOUNDATION’S
‘POLIO PLUS’ PROJECT. Lunar New Year Dinner at the Dragon Boat Restaurant on the
Yarra, Crowne Plaza Melbourne. 6.30pm for 7.00pm. $65 per head for 10 course banquet. Family
& friends welcome. Book tables/seats now. Two Traditional Chinese Lions this year & Lion
Dance! DONATIONS OF PRIZES FOR THE RAFFLE REQUIRED (Contacts: Trevor Pang
&/or Rob Mactier) See flyer in this issue - details & booking form on page 10

IMPORTANT: NO CLUB MEETING ON THE FOLLOWING MON. 1st MARCH
*March is Rotary World Literacy Month
IMPORTANT: NO CLUB MEETING ON MONDAY THE 8TH MARCH

?
Sunday 7 th March is Clean Up Australia Day - Involves all available Club Members &
Friends. Richmond Rotary Club’s project: Burnley Oval & Gardens. Sign-in at Burnley Gardens,
Richmond (Mel map 2H/9-10) for clean-up: 8.45am-9.00am, then BBQ – 11.00am onwards.
Contact: Annie Wysham, 0419 100 287 or Phil Mylecharane, 0449 752 711
4 th - 7th March, 2010 – ‘Where On Earth, but Perth’. Rotary District 9800 Conference.
?
Monday, 22 ND March – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3 rd Monday)

*April is Rotary Magazine Month
IMPORTANT: NO CLUB MEETINGS ON MONDAY THE 5TH & THE 26TH APRIL
?
Tuesday, 13 th April – FORR Active Group Meeting, 7.30pm – Venue: Jenny & Brian List’s
home, 15 Weir Street, Kew – Contact Jenny on 9816 9747 or 0411 222 427
?
Monday, 19 th April – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3rd Monday)
?
Monday – Thurs: 19th, 20 th, 21st, 22nd May –HEATS of RCR’s ‘Ainger Public Speaking
Awards’, at NHP, River St, Richmond. Volunteers needed! (Contact: Ben H.)
?
Wednesday, 28th April – RE: Mock Job Interviews – Briefing & Info session for volunteer
interviewers: 5.30pm, MGC, Yarra Boulevard, Richmond (Contact: Tim Baker)

*May is Australian Rotary Health Research Month

?
Monday, 3rd May – FINALS - RCR’s ‘Ainger Public Speaking Awards’, 6.30pm for 7.00pm,
Amora Hotel, Riverwalk, Richmond A must-attend event! (Contact: Ben Hosking
?
Thurs 6th May, Week 4, Term 2 - MGC Mock Job Interview Day (Contact: Tim Baker)
?
Friday, 7 May, 2010 – FoRR’s visit to the historic property, ‘Beleura’, Mornington – Tour of
the House & Garden, M/Tea & Lunch. DON’T MISS THIS TREAT! (Jenny List)
?
9 th or 16 th May, 2010 – Car Rally finishing up at Janice’s seaside home!(Elissa/Jenny)
?
?Sunday 16th May, 2010 –District Assembly - details to follow (PE Jo Cowling)
?
Monday, 17 th May – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3 rd Monday)

*June is Rotary Fellowship Month
?
20 th-23 rd June – ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN MONTREAL, CANADA
?
Monday, 21st June – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3 rd Monday)
?
Monday, 28th June, 2010 - RCR Presidents’ Changeover Night. TBC by PE Jo C.
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Leigh Harry AFMEA, Chief Executive, Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre (MCEC)

SPEAKS AT RICHMOND - NOT TO BE
MISSED! Monday 22 January 2010 - Put him
in your diary!
Leigh is the President - International Congress and Convention
Association, Chairman - Joint Meetings Industry Advisory
Council, Deputy Chairman of the Melbourne Convention and
Visitors Bureau; member, Business Events Council of Australia
and Member, Tourism Australia Business Events Industry Advisory Panel & most
importantly - a Rotarian!
He is also a past National President of Meeting & Events Australia. Under Leigh
Harry's stewardship, the MCEC has won a number of national and international
awards for its services and facilities. In mid 2009 its facilities expanded with the
opening of the new Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre - the first 5500
capacity 6 star green star convention facility in the world. A boon for the
Melbourne Tourism industry.
The MCEC is located in a geographical tourist zone along the Yarra River
between Federation Square, Southbank, Crown Promenade, South Wharf &
Docklands - a city on its own and an attractive finalist for the District 9800
Conference 2012.
When:
Time:
Where:

Monday 22 February 2010
6.30pm for 7.00pm
Amora Hotel Riverwalk

There's one smarty pants in every holiday snap ...
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