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Birthdays

thMichael Blake - 7

Wedding Anniversaries

stJohn Nairn & Judy Nettleton - 1
thNigel & Patricia Peck- 6
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My Fellow Rotarians,         

Well we are now into February 2010! It only seems yesterday that we welcomed the New Year  - 
and now there are only 11 months to go and lots to look forward to…. 
  

Some 12 months ago, Barbara Woodberry & PE Jo Cowling met with representatives of the 
Abbotsford Convent re potential fundraising opportunities. Patience has paid off & we are now 
delighted to report that further discussions with Barbara, Jo & Rob Mactier have given us a 
marvellous opportunity to bolster our Club coffers so needy projects can continue.  
 

A car parking operation arrangement at Abbotsford Convent, covering their year-long public events, 
has been agreed to by both parties. This will provide some very substantial funds from February this 
year for RCR. As Rotarians we pride ourselves on being involved with the community. This will 
give all our members an opportunity to be involved at the coal face and at the same time help earn 
funds for our many worthwhile commitments. Volunteers will be called for soon, so please make 
sure you do your bit for the team.  
 

This is the sort of fundraising activity that is relatively easy & also provides a great environment to 
show just how active our Richmond Club is to people who may not have heard of the great work 
Rotary does. I believe President Nominee Elect, 2011-2012, Rob Mactier, will be giving all our 
members a call to fill the roster as soon as possible. I look forward to working with all of you on this 
great initiative. Well done Barbara & Jo for bringing it to fruition and to Rob for readily hopping in 
to help also! 
  

Elissa & Simon Marriott, Trevor Pang and I have been putting the exciting Lunar New Year Dinner 
details together. Trevor, as usual, has done a great job organising the restaurant, booking the 
Chinese Youth Society to entertain with the Lion Dance, liaising with the Rotary Club of 
Williamstown who are also supporting the dinner - and many other important items! We want to 
ensure this MAJOR FUNDRAISER, to benefit the RI Foundation’s ‘Polio Plus’ Project, will be as 
successful as last year. Personal and generous donations from several members have been promised. 
Next week I will highlight what has transpired from the great work done by Aivars Lode in 
acquiring these donations. Please help by booking your table or seats now for you and your 
family and friends so we can really make a difference. (See flyer page ???) 
  

Have a great week & remember - THE FUTURE OF ROTARY IS IN YOUR HANDS     
 
Michael O’Sullivan 
President 2009-2010 

FEBRUARY IS ROTARY WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH 
 

World Understanding month is a perfect opportunity to spread some goodwill! Join fellow Rotarians 
and your Richmond Rotary Foundation Committee on Tuesday, 9th  February to welcome to District 
9800, Victoria, Australia, the 2010 Group Study Exchange Program ‘s Spanish Team from 
Andalusia, Valencia. Our Club’s Foundation Chair, Jean Marc Berthier, has booked a table so we 
can be well represented at this important ‘Rotary World Understanding’ night. (See flyer page 12)  
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RI PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (EXCERPT) –  
FEBRUARY 2010: World Understanding Month [Source: www.rotary.org] 

My fellow Rotarians,  

 ……What is Rotary? It is a network of people who care - people who are both 
realists and optimists. We recognize the challenges before us and our own 
limitations; we also recognize our abilities and our responsibility to use them to 
the fullest.  

If we are ever to realize Paul Harris’ vision for Rotary as an organization that 
promotes goodwill among nations, then, as he wrote, “the hearts of men must be so touched and 
moulded that mutual understanding and goodwill will take the place of fear and hatred.”  

In this, World Understanding Month, we do well to remember these words - and to remember as 
well that in all of our service, we reach for the larger goal of fellowship, understanding, and peace.  

John Kenny  
President, Rotary International  

ROB MACTIER INVITES YOU TO A *PEARL DAY LUNCHEON TO BE HELD ON 
SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY AT 12.30PM AT HIS PROPERTY, 
‘ALLENDALE’, 124 SUTTON GRANGE ROAD, ELPHINSTONE. 

 
DONATION: $50 PP TO GO TO CANCER RESEARCH 
 
*PLEASE WEAR YOUR PEARLS IN MEMORY OF KATE 
 
RSVP: 10TH FEBRUARY, 2010-01-27  
É 9078 9022 OR O412 471 023 
EMAIL: rmactier@optusnet.com.au 
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OUR GUEST SPEAKER, 18TH JANUARY: Rob Taylor –  
Fire Safety in the Home; People: Sustainability.   
Reporter - Annie Wysham, Sub-Editor. 
 

My brother wanted to grow up and be a fireman. Didn’t every little boy! He 
was inspired by our Uncle Jack who had started his career as a fireman by 
sweeping the floors of his local fire station as a lad… and retired after an 
outstanding professional career, which culminated in his elevation to the 
position of Chief Fire Officer of Victoria. Our guest speaker, Rob Taylor 
has been a firefighter with the Metropolitan Fire Brigade since 1976. He 
has worked in Research and Development, Special Projects, and 
Community Safety, various management roles, has a Business degree in 
Management (HR), is a Graduate of the Executive Fire Officer Program - 
National Fire Academy USA, has Emergency Management Australia 

qualifications, and a Membership Diploma of the Institute of Fire Engineers - amongst many other 
initiatives and distinguished achievements! Over the last 10 years Rob has managed MFB 
Community Education, focusing on human behaviour, diversity and community engagement 
issues…and so the list goes on. Thanks to Rob’s professional input, the MFB won a major Federal 
Government Award in 2009 for successfully embedding basic home fire safety information into the 
national curriculum for a range of community care workers; including aged, disability, housing, 
children and youth services and mental health.   
 

“Now a whole lot of people are out there learning about fire management and are a whole lot safer!” 
stated the able Chair for the evening, John Liddell, when introducing Rob. Seems John and Rob 
worked together at one time for almost 4 years. John was FES Marketing Manager, reporting to 
Rob, and they had ‘a dam good time!’   

In the 2009 Queen’s Birthday Honours, Rob was awarded the Australian 
Fire Service Medal. Gosh! It’s all a lot different to our old-fashioned 
childhood impressions of the fire brigade! The romantic and idealized 
vision of the big red fire truck, brass-helmeted firemen riding the running 
boards, neatly rolled fire hoses and the Disney-inspired Dalmation dog up 
on top, keen-eyed, ears streaming in the wind as they hurtled off to yet 
another fire!  

Rob said that there are well over 2,000 fires per year in the Melbourne 
Metropolitan area and it’s estimated that for every one fire there are 3 that 
are not reported. These the MFB don’t attend – people successfully put 
them out themselves. The No 1 thing we can do to protect our homes is to 
install a smoke alarm that goes off when there’s smoke. We should then 
check it monthly! (This is different to a smoke detector that sends off a signal to a central indicator 
panel, which in turn sends a signal to the fire station.) It’s not always within homes that fires start. 
Fires can be caused by power surges and poles down. The Federal Government’s new Energy 
Efficient Package to allow ceiling insulation installed in homes, has seen a break out of fires! 
They’re caused by the insulation being placed directly over the downlights in the ceiling - the 
installers often being in too much of a hurry to get the job done and move on to the next one! 
Recently they attended a fire that had started at the front of the house - while the installers were still 
working at the back! Predominantly calls are for cooking fires or overheating – not having the 
ducted heating serviced regularly. (April/May is the best time.) 

Radiant bar heaters, air conditioners, TV’s. clothes dryers too close to a heater, burning candles and 
children playing with matches are some of the main causes of house fires. In fact, anything you 
put energy into is a potential to cause a fire.  
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TIP FROM ROB: make sure that your house number is clearly visible from the street so the 
MFB/CFA can find your house easily and quickly in response to your call. Have someone wave out 
the front to attract the Brigade’s attention also. Buy a fire blanket and an extinguisher – but don’t 
place them beside the cooker where the flames will be concentrated – just away where they can be 
grabbed easily. If the fire’s contained to the object of origin use your fire blanket/fire extinguisher. 
In smoke-filled areas: STOP! DROP and ROLL! Have a predesignated assembly point arranged for 
your family/house mates so that people are not rushing back in thinking someone is trapped. For 
every 2 that do that, only one comes back out! Don’t deadlock doors at night and DO keep insurance 
papers, wills and all valuable papers in a fireproof box.  
 
Rob said that the MFB aims to reduce the incidence and impact of fire and other emergencies on the 
community through the delivery of educational strategies that assist the community to become more 
self-reliant. He recommended that we take time to learn more about the many ‘fire safety in the 
home’ tips he outlined by going to the MFB website: www.mfb.vic.gov.au and to 
http://www.homefiresafety.com.au/. Rob later distributed valuable educational material: Home Fire 
Safety brochure, ‘Summer Fire Safety – Prepare. Act. Survive.’ information and an MFB calendar 

with tips. Also watch out for the MFB’s National TV 
campaign coming out in March! 
 
At the end of the night our Guest Speaker, plus John 
Liddell and Rob Mactier, a volunteer with the CFA, 
were deep in conversation – talking BRT’s (Big Red 
Trucks) and firey’s stuff! 

The Hardware Shop
16 River Street, Richmond

ph: 8416 1668

Richmond’s ONLY Proper Timber & Hardware Store
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CHEW'S ChANDID CAMERA CAPTURED THE CHRISTMAS FARE 
FUNDRAISER -  
It was held on 29th November, 2009, at Elissa and Simon's home in Richmond. Over $1,000 
was raised from a selection of handcrafts, Christmas fare etc, and $1,300 raised from 
Tupperware orders. 
Gift vouchers were also donated to the Club to use for future raffles and fundraisers.  



                        Ben Hosking (Paul Harris Fellow) 
Rotary Club of Richmond –  
Over 25 years of Service 
2009-2010: Chair - Ainger Public 
Speaking Awards; Fundraising  
Committee; Loyal Club Member 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
What year and why did you join Richmond Rotary? 
I joined in May 1980. A former colleague at the Herald & Weekly Times was a 
Rotarian. He suggested I should join the RC of Richmond when I left the Herald and 
joined the Hutchinson Group Australia - a publishing company who were located in 
Cremorne Street, Richmond.  I felt it was a great opportunity to meet and work with 
other community-minded people in Richmond 
 

What keeps you committed to Rotary itself? 
I continue to be committed to Rotary because of our varied Club projects, both local 
and international. In addition I have enjoyed meeting, socialising and working 
together with Rotarians, Partners and Friends. They have all added to my journey in 
life.  
 

What was your very first Rotary project? 
My first Rotary project was the ‘Hole in One’ fundraiser held at the Burnley Golf 
Course, closely followed by the Jumble Sale in the Richmond Town Hall 
 

What’s been your favourite RCR commitment and why?  
My favourite RCR commitment has been the Ainger Public Speaking Award. I have 
been involved since it started in 1990 and have seen it grow from a contest 
involving students from two local Richmond schools, to one that now has students 
from schools across the Melbourne metropolitan area entering each year! It has 
been a great project for the Club as over 1000 students have contested the Ainger 
Award - which has an excellent reputation in the Melbourne Secondary Schools’ 
community. 
 

What keeps you awake at night? 
As one gets older I think we need less sleep and I tend to wake up early in the 
morning. I sometimes then reflect about the complexities of our lives today with all 
its challenges and its many ups and downs. I try to counter these negative thoughts 
by thinking how lucky we are to have grown up and lived in this wonderful country 
of Australia. We have been surely blessed compared to the lives of others in the 
many trouble spots around the world.   
 
PS.   If I can't sleep I just turn on talk-back radio and it usually lulls me to sleep! 
 

ON  

THE 

SPOT 
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RI President-Elect Ray Klinginsmith has announced the 

2010-11 Rotary International Theme and Logo: 
 

“BUILDING COMMUNITIES – BRIDGING CONTINENTS” 
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IN KEEPING WITH TRADITION, THE SALVO’S STRIKE UP THE BAND AT 
OUR ROTARY CHRISTMAS MEETING! 
By Annie Wysham, Sub-Editor, with the kind assistance of Warren Golding. 
 

Having members of the Salvation Army Band as guests and performers at the Richmond Rotary 
Christmas meetings has become a tradition for the Club. Entertaining us with Christmas tunes and 
accompanying our carol singing in fine style. I asked Rotarian (Hon.) Warren Golding, retired Ltn. 
Colonel - Salvation Army, to tell me more about the two teenage Salvation Army musicians (one on 
crutches!) who were part of the ensemble playing up a ‘festive storm’ on Monday, 14th December 
2009, at our Club’s Christmas celebration meeting, held at the Amora Hotel Riverwalk, Richmond– 
 

Over the past few years four Carollers from the Salvos have been privileged to attend the annual 
RCR Christmas meeting. At the Christmas 2009 meeting the ‘big 4’ were joined by 2 teenage 
 musicians, Caleb Webb & Bradley Todd. Both are sons of the Regiment; their fathers’ members 
of the Waverley S.A. Band.  
 

Caleb & Brad are valued members of the Waverley Youth Band & attend Blackburn High School. 
They  participate in their school’s highly respected and long envied, music program. Both boys 
are members of their Stage Band. Brad’s brass teacher is Sue (a caroller member) and Brad is 
principle trumpet player in the stage band. During the past year he has become a member of the 
Waverley Senior Band & is their Soprano Cornet player - not bad for a 15 year old!   Caleb has 
been receiving tuition over recent years from the Associate Trombone Player from the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra. During the past year Caleb featured in a soloists’ concert and played a 
festival piece in brilliant fashion! The organiser of the carollers hopes the Richmond Rotary Club 
can hear more of these young, talented, brass players in future years.  P.S. Caleb is now off those 
crutches! 
 

Best wishes to Caleb and Ben. May they long blow 
their trumpets for their own pleasure and that of 
others; sharing their talents and musicianship as they 
did with Richmond Rotary. 
[Pictured: (Front L) Brad and (far R) Caleb] 

   VARIETY CLUB CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY. 
Special Reporter: Barry Roberts 
 

The Variety Club’s annual Christmas Party 2009 was held at ‘Jeff’s Shed’ on Wednesday 2nd 
December between 10am and 1pm. This party is held annually for handicapped and disadvantaged 
children and in 2009, over 5000 children were invited with their teachers / carers /parents. A party 
of this dimension is obviously a huge enterprise requiring good organisation and planning, lots of 
Service Club Volunteers and is very costly to present. 
 

Variety did it brilliantly once again and the children had a wonderful time! They each received a 
lovely Christmas present and had plenty to eat and drink and encountered farm  animals, real live 
Police Officers, Ambulances’ and Fire Trucks with their crews - and were able to choose from 
dozens of exciting rides and climbing castles.  They could draw, paint, play games and have their 
faces painted. It really was an exciting time for all who attended. 
 

My wife Sue and I represented Richmond Rotary and helped out on one of the more sedate rides! 
This ride was a great hit with a lot of the less active children and we too both had a really enjoyable 
time.  The Rotary Club of Richmond has received a Certificate of Appreciation for providing 
volunteers and we hope to hand that to President Michael at the Club Meeting of the 8th February. 
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EARLY NOTICE OF ‘FRIENDS OF RICHMOND ROTARY’ EVENT –  
A date for your New Year's diary. 
By Jenny List, FoRR Coordinator 
 

A visit is planned to the historic property 'Beleura’ in Mornington on Friday, May 
7, 2010. It will include a tour of the magnificent House and Garden, plus Morning 
Tea & Lunch. (More details forthcoming soon.) 
  

"Beleura" is an Italianate Villa built in 1863 and was extended to the grand house 
in 1869.  It was purchased in 1916 by Sir George Tallis who was the major 
shareholder and Chairman of Directors of J.C. Williamson Ltd. When Sir George 
died, the property was bequeathed to his son John, a composer of music, who in 
turn bequeathed ‘Beleura’ and its contents to the people of Victoria in 1996. The 
property is only open by appointment, and has a long waiting list. 

ROTARIANS FOCUS ON HAITI RELIEF – FROM RI ‘WEEKLY UPDATE’, 22
ND

 
JANUARY 2010. Compiled by Annie Wysham, Sub-Editor 
 

Rotary Clubs and Districts worldwide are mobilizing resources to deliver urgently needed relief 
to the millions affected by Haiti's devastating earthquake. District 7020, which includes Haiti, has 
flown in 55 planes filled with more than 50,000 pounds of medical equipment and supplies into the 
cities of Pignon and Port-de-Paix to bypass logistical problems in the hard-hit capital of Port-au-
Prince. The United Nations estimates that more than half of the buildings in the capital have 
collapsed. About 200,000 people are dead and millions more homeless.  

"Rotary had an incredible infrastructure established before the quake, which has made our relief 
efforts very effective," says Dick McCombe, past district governor and Haiti liaison chair. "We're 
flying in supplies through backdoor channels and doing things a lot of agencies can't do."  

The district's Haiti Task Force, set up two years ago to administer all financial aid to the nation, is 
working with local Clubs to deliver aid to Port-au-Prince and those who have taken refuge in the 
countryside. McCombe says Rotary was in a good position to help in Haiti, with 33 projects already 
underway to provide water, sanitation, medical care, and education…….  

……ShelterBox has already delivered more than 3,300 containers to Haiti, with another 1,000 or 
more scheduled to be deployed. "This is the largest, quickest, and most complex deployment in our 
history," says John Leach, head of operations for ShelterBox. "We organized across four countries 
to get ShelterBoxes to the people of Haiti quickly." Each box contains a tent that houses 10 people 
as well as a stove, blankets, and other essential items. Doctors have been using supplies from the 
containers to treat the injured. Hospitals in the capital city are using the tents to provide emergency 
shelter for postoperative patients. 
  

For Rotarians’ outside the United States wanting to donate: 
1. Visit the District 7020 website for more information at 
http://www.clubrunner.ca/dprg/dxhome/_home.aspx?did=7020   
2. OR learn about disaster relief organizations you can contribute to at: 
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/wcs_disaster_relief_recovery_orgs_list_en.pdf 
3. To donate the cost of a Shelterbox(es), go to Shelterbox Australia at: shelterboxaustralia.com.au/ 
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THE TIGER RAGGERS’ DINE OUT ON THEIR 21 EDITIONS! 
By Annie the Sub-Editor 

     

Tony Annie Chew John Prez Michael

Richmond Rotary’s ‘The Tiger Rag Team’ were feeling a little ‘Tiger Ragged’ by the end of December 
after the first 21, weekly, 12 pages-plus editions, as were their supportive partners’, Lorel and Lulu and 
the Pres.’ Lady, Sally!  
 

‘Let’s all do lunch’ came the catch-cry! So on Sunday 17th January, we headed off to Windows On The 
Bay at Mordialloc for 4½ lazy and  restorative hours of magnificent feasting on ‘delish’ fine seafoods 
and an array of wines and beers. Lulu had double-booked her gardener that day, so was sadly absent. 
(See TTR Team pictured.)   
 

Add great fellowship and conversation and a panoramic view 
overlooking a wind-swept Port Phillip Bay to dine by! It was 
just what the doctor would have ordered!  

 
 
The ‘Let’s all do lunch’ experience helped boost the pack’s ‘pride’ and put the 
GRRRRR back into our G-R-O-W-L and enthusiasm for more Tiger Tales (tails) for 
the next 6 months of the Rotary year…  

 

Check out Rotary District 9800's latest event listings at ‘News and Events’ & 
‘Events Calendar’. Go to: 
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/NetworkerOnlineArticles#Grapes 

IN MEMORIUM: With all the sadness and trauma going on in the 
world at the moment, it is worth reflecting on the death of a very important 
person, which almost went unnoticed last week.  Larry LaPrise, the man 
who wrote 'The Hokey Pokey', died peacefully at age 93. The most 
traumatic part for his family was getting him into the coffin. They put his left 
leg in...and then all the trouble started! 

LIFE IN THE 1500'S - 
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water.The man of the house had 
the privilege of the nice clean water, then all the other sons and men, then 
the women and finally the children. Last of all the babies! By then the water 
was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying: 'Don't 
throw the baby out with the bath water!' (Particularly not our little Lewis!!) 

ROTARY CLUB OF ALBERT PARK CHARITY GOLF DAY
AT KOORINGAL GOLF CLUB, ALTONA

STFRIDAY 19  MARCH, 2010  [See page 13 of web edition]



11

? NEED TO NOTE –  
*February is Rotary World Understanding Month 
? Monday, 8th February – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Not usual 3rd Mon) 
 

? Tuesday, 9th February- Welcome Dinner for GSE Team from Spain. 6.30pm for 7.00pm at 
Milano’s Hotel, Brighton Beach. Cost: $40 ph. RCR’S FOUNDATION COMMITTEE HAVE 
A TABLE BOOKED. Jean Marc is your contact on 0410 508 482 (See flyer enc.) 
 

? Wednesday, 10th February – Early Birds’ Cocktail Party for Conference delegates at Lexus of 
Blackburn Showrooms. Early bird registration prizes drawn. (See D9800 ‘Networker’14th 
December – News & events for all extra details) 
 

 
? Friday, 26th February 2010 – OUR MAJOR FUNDRAISER FOR RI FOUNDATION’S 
‘POLIO PLUS’ PROJECT.  Lunar New Year Dinner at the Dragon Boat Restaurant on the 
Yarra, Crowne Plaza Melbourne. 6.30pm for 7.00pm. Friends welcome. Book tables now. The 
Traditional Chinese Lion Dance returns! DONATIONS OF PRIZES FOR THE RAFFLE 
REQUIRED (Contact/bookings: Elissa Marriott 0448 304 070) 

IMPORTANT: NO CLUB MEETING ON THAT FOLLOWING MON. 1st MARCH 
 

*March is Rotary World Literacy Month 
 

IMPORTANT: NO CLUB MEETINGS ON MONDAY 1ST AND THE 8TH MARCH 
? Sunday 7th March is Clean Up Australia Day - Involves all available Club Members & 
Friends. Richmond Rotary Club’s project: Burnley Oval & Gardens. Sign-in at Burnley Gardens, 
Richmond (Mel map 2H/9-10) for clean-up: 8.45am-9.00am, then BBQ – 11.00am onwards. 
Contact:  Annie Wysham, 0419 100 287 or Phil Mylecharane, 0449 752 711 
 

4th - 7th March, 2010 – ‘Where On Earth, but Perth’. Rotary District 9800 Conference. 
 

? Monday, 22ND March – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3rd Monday) 
 

*April is Rotary Magazine Month 
? Monday, 19th April – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3rd Monday) 
 

? Thurs 29 April, Week 3 Term 2 - MGC Mock Job Interview Day (Contact: Tim Baker) 
  

*May is Australian Rotary Health Research Month 
? Friday, 7 May, 2010 – FoRR’s visit to the historic property, ‘Beleura’, Mornington – Tour of 
the House & Garden, M/Tea & Lunch. DON’T MISS THIS TREAT! (Jenny List) 
 

? 9th or 16th May, 2010 – Car Rally finishing up at Janice’s seaside home!(Elissa/Jenny) 
 

? Monday, 17th May – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3rd Monday) 
 

? May, 2010 - RCR’s ‘Ainger Public Speaking Awards’ (Contact: Ben Hosking) 
 

*June is Rotary Fellowship Month 
? Monday, 21st June – RCR Board Meeting, 5.00pm Amora Hotel (Usual 3rd Monday) 
  

? Monday, ?28th June, 2010 (Yet TBC) - RCR Presidents’ Changeover Night. Date & Venue 
TBA by PE Jo Cowling 

Our ‘Year of the Tiger’ Lunar New Year Dinner-  
A must attend event! 
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