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Richmond wins
communications double!
Best Website and Best Bulletin (Club of 36-55 members)

At the District Governor’s Changeover
last Saturday evening, Richmond won
the prizes for Best Web Site and Best
Bulletin by a club between 36 and 55
members. Outgoing President Trevor
Pang received the Website Plaque from
District Governor Jim Studebaker on
behalf of our website maestros, John
Griffith and Homer Bassig. Bulletin
Editor John Liddell was
presented with the Bulletin
Award Certificate in person.
These wins, coupled with the
excellent growth the Club has
achieved over the last year,
confirm the success of Trevor
Pang’s strategy to boost the
Club’s image in the service
club market place.

Other happenings at the DG’s
Changeover included the introduction of
next year’s District Board, Assistant
Governors and Office Bearers. A fine
body of men and women lined up for
public recognition and applause.
Outgoing DG Jim Studebaker and Carol
welcomed incoming DG Colin Muir and
Pauline with an elaborate and lengthy
exchange of badges and regalia
that went on for so long that
Brian List was prompted to
remark to those around him:
“They haven’t swapped over
their jocks, have they?”

Web Master
John Griffith

In his incoming address, DG
Colin Muir talked of his
experience at (cont p9)
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President’s Message # 41
A Richmond
Team attended
District
Governor’s
Changeover last
Saturday to
celebrate PDG
Jim Studebaker
and Carol’s year
of achievement
and welcome DG
Colin Muir and
Pauline’s coming
year.
With the District Changeover we also
welcome our Heritage Cluster AG Chris
Wang and Janet – really a continuation
of the great work from last year and I
look forward to learning more of the
new projects for the Heritage Cluster
next year.
You are now reading my 41st and final
President’s Bulletin Message. Reflecting
back through the archives of all the
editions, we have a chronicle of our
Club’s year of activities and hard work.
The Bulletin has been a fantastic
communication tool for everyone
connected to Richmond. This is exactly
the outcome editor John Liddell and I
had hoped for at the beginning of this
year. It is a credit to the dedication of
our Editor. THANK YOU John.
So also with our redesigned and
modernised web site. Thanks to John
Griffith and Homer Bassig, we have
been recognised as having the best
website in the district. This reflects on
their very significant efforts over the
year to make the site attractive and
user friendly. The Award last night was
doubly pleasing because it was
unexpected. Somehow we have tended
to think of ourselves as being in catchup mode, but this is very obviously no
longer so. WELL DONE John and
Homer.

We have had a
busy week with
Nigel Peck’s 30th
Anniversary,
delivery of 15
KindyBoxes to DIK
for East Timor and
providing BBQ
facilities for the
Boroondara
Kindergarten’s
NAIDOC week
celebration.
Miles and Doreen
Schofield have kindly donated $1,000
to the Next Step Program to assist in
the mentoring of disadvantaged young
people who have graduated from our
Rotary Youth Arts Project. It is an
illustration of Miles and Doreen’s
confidence in our work and of their
generosity. Bravo Miles and Doreen.
On behalf of Maureen and myself, I
take this opportunity to thank everyone
for the encouragement, support and
friendship this year and wish Michael
and Sally all the very best for this
coming year.
      
ur Rotarian of the Week is John
Benger.
John has consistently badgered,
coerced and queried why he has never
been presented this prestigious award –
when everyone else has. John has
been fantastic to me this year, I am
thankful for his ongoing support,
valuable advice and total personal
commitment to ROMAC. So, in spite of
John’s penchant for appalling sick jokes
and his atrocious spelling – it’s a
nightmare- let’s continue to dream like
John - To MAKE DREAMS REAL.
Signing out,
Trevor (about to be Past President)

☺
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Last Week’s Speaker: Nigel Peck
and the NHP Story
The last speaker of the Rotary year,
sprightly 81 year old Rotarian Nigel
Peck, was offered a stool for his stint at
the microphone. “Things are getting bad
when I’m asked if I need
the stool!” he laughed.
Last Monday the club
was delighted to hear
Nigel tell us the NHP
story. NHP, which he
founded in 1968, has
been a leading industrial
company in Richmond for
many years. It is a
100% privately-owned
Australian company
focused on providing the
highest level of quality
products and service in
the industrial electrical
industry.
Nigel originally qualified as an architect,
but did not stay in that field. He had in
fact been working with an overseasbased supplier of industrial electrical
components, Johnson-Phillips, as their
Victorian Manager, when they decided to
pull out of Australia. He and a
prospective partner decided to try to
continue the business so they set about
raising the necessary capital. At the last
minute the partner took another job and
Nigel was left trying to raise 100% of the
funding all by himself. He found a small
group of supporters and managed to pull
together starting capital of $30,000, of
which he held 65%, but actually only
paid for 20%. And somehow (he did not
explain how) the starting capital
managed to appear in the books as
$50,000.
“The fun bit,” he said, “Was the putting
together of the company.”

Kicking off with only 20 staff (who all
came from Johnson-Phillips), NHP has
grown to have over 700 today – and the
current balance sheet still shows only
$50,000 paid up capital,
with most of the original
shareholders still there!
Growing the business
has been his major
focus. “The most
important thing in
running a business,”
Nigel told us, “Is that
you must have good
products to succeed.” So
he went overseas to find
a range of products and
thereby set the
foundations for the
company’s success with
a wonderful range of
agencies: since those days they have
only been sacked by two and have
dropped a few because their quality
declined, but most have stayed with NHP
and they have 50 today.
“The second most important thing in
running a business is that one must have
a good organisation. That,” Nigel said, “I
learned very quickly.” And it was his
major talent: while he was never a
salesman, he put together a great sales
force. One of the staff assets he
obtained was of course, Past President
Max Wilson, who was at the meeting last
week. Max had been working for Barry
Roberts at Siemens, NHP’s major
competitor, but Nigel was able to put
together a package that was sufficient to
tempt Max across. Max subsequently
worked with Nigel for 23 years,
becoming the Victorian Manager and
trusted friend and colleague – “A shifty
little guy,” said Nigel.
(cont p4)
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marketing. On one occasion he
chartered an aircraft to bring all
his Sydney clients to Melbourne and the flight number was, of
course, NHP001. In the 1980s,
they went in for a caravan for
selling to the trade around the
country. Originally a modest van
was contemplated but some
months earlier Siemens had done
the same with a magnificent
vehicle, so the order for a ‘crappy’
van was cancelled and they
bought a magnificent vehicle
which they never regretted.
Nigel is presented with the plaque in recognition of For their 20th anniversary in 1988,
his 30 years of significant contribution to Rotary

NHP’s first building was in Lion Street,
Hawthorn. However over the years they
opened premises in Brisbane, Laverton
(their national distribution centre) and,
in 1982, Adelaide. They bought the
building at their present location in River
Street in 1978, and then built a new
building at the same site in 1983. They
added a building in Perth when things in
the west looked like booming, but the
promised industrial expansion of
WA never happened, so their WA
premises still has a bit of spare
space today.
The staff numbers and financial
turnover have grown over the
years. From a start up with 20
staff, by 1973 their Melbourne
staff had risen to 35 and then by
1978 had exceeded 100.
Turnover in 1983 was $19 million,
by 1988 national turnover was
over $50 million and staff passed
the 300 mark. Today they have
720 staff, with 60 in
manufacturing and 130 in
external sales, and turnover
under their new CEO, Lloyd
Thomas, is in excess of $240
million.
Nigel is proud of his successes in

NHP held a magnificent black tie
dinner to celebrate and Nigel reckons he
set the all time standard for black tie
does in industry at large. ‘Style’ seems
to be his watchword.
The success of NHP is remarkable for
two reasons, he told us. Firstly, it
remains an Australian company, while
all its Australian owned competitors
have now gone out of business or been
taken over by foreign companies.

Patricia Peck is presented with an arrangement
of roses by Trevor
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for Learning and Leadership and
Richmond Rotary Club members will be
Secondly, it remains financially sound,
familiar with his long standing
with its original $50,000 capitalisation
association with the Ainger Public
unchanged. Nigel felt it had been a
Speaking Awards, for which Nigel has
roller coaster ride, especially with so
made available space to hold the heats
little capital, yet NHP had never been in and has sponsored the prizes for the
trouble financially.
heat winners during the competition.
Nigel remarked that a prominent
It is with little surprise that last year we
characteristic of NHP was that everyone were to read in the Age on the Queen’s
enjoyed working there. “We employed birthday, of the award of an AM:
a lot of comedians,” he said, looking at
Nigel Hugh PECK,, Toorak, Vic.
Max. “We were known for our humour,
For service to the electrical
our parties – especially our parties with
industry as a business leader and
a slab. Customers took great
at joy in
a contributor to the development
coming to our parties.”
of the sector as a mentor
men
and
Ten years ago Nigel decided there were
promoter of training programs,
other things in life he wanted to do and
and to the community.
he handed over to Lloyd Thomas who
After Nigel received a standing ovation
was previously their auditor. Under
from the Club, PHF Don Kinsey was
Lloyd’s care NHP has continued to be
invited to thank Nigel for his talk and
dramatically successful.
told us a little of Nigel’s family history.
Nigel has
as in the meantime been
President Trevor then thanked Nigel for
enjoying life indulging his love of motor 30 years of significant contribution to
cars (he drives a Maserati) and
the life of the Club, presenting him with
continuing to support the training and
a commemorative plaque and his wife
education of young people. Melbourne Patricia with a beautiful bouquet.
Grammar now has its Nigel Peck Centre

Nigel Peck and the NHP Story

Souvenir thank you from the There's your sign .........!
(or how to suss out dummies)
Pang Dynasty

Outgoing President Trevor has decided
that he would like us all to have a little
memento of his year in the Chair. It’s
not a Ming Vase: It’s a Pang Pillbox,
complete with digital clock and alarm
for travelling pill poppers.. So when we
sit back and take our daily tablets as
we decline into our dotage, we will
remember him. Thank you, Mr Past
President (……what
hat was his name
again?)

While looking at a
house, my brother
asked the estate
agent which
direction was
north because, he
explained, he didn't
want the sun waking
him up every morning. She asked, 'Does
the sun rise in the north?' When my
brother explained that the sun rises in
the east, and has for some time, she shook
her head and said, 'Oh, I don't keep up
with that stuff.'
There's your sign .................!
...
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Some of the Year’s Events

August 08: Adison Tule:
recovered from surgery
thanks to ROMAC
August 08: Yarra Primary
School Kitchen Garden
project:: Bryn Sheppard centre
top.

September 08:
Dinner at
Dunyazard.

Left: Aug/Sept
08: KindyBox A.
The start of the
KindyBox project
for East Timor.

PPs Jean Marc Berthier
erthier and
Janice Kesterton on duty at the
Fun In Retirement Expo.

November 08: Phil gets head
check by shrink

August 08: Dinner party at Kunnunurra,
Kunnunurra WA

29th June 2009
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November
08: Frank
and Janice
get chummy
at Barefoot
Bowls.

Right:November 08:
The first
KindyBoxes
arrive in East
Timor.

September 08: Author James
Phelan with finalists and Trevor at
Slade Award

Below left:
February 09
Wooden
games in use
in classroom

March 09:
Left: Barry
and Sue on
Lady Jane
Franklin II in
Tasmania
Right: Presidential
party training it in
luxury?

February 09: Chinese New Year:
Barry feeds the lion
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Recognition for Shine–On Sponsors and Helpers
At last week’s meeting, PP Sue Bolton,
who had been the primary organiser of
the Shine-On Awards hosted by RC
Richmond on May 3rd, took the
opportunity to thank members of the
Committee on behalf of our Board.
The first person thanked was Graham
Goldsmith who is with Goldman Sachs JB
Were and which company has been a
sponsor for many years thanks to
Graham’s interest. He was presented
with a framed Certificate of Appreciation.
In responding, Graham said that his
involvement with Shine-On gave him a
great deal of personal satisfaction, and
he knew that the Company felt similarly
happy to continue contributing.
The second thank you went to the
medical panel, which assessed the
disabilities of the many nominees for
awards. Physiotherapist Courtney Pang,
President Trevor’s daughter, who had
served on this year’s panel, accepted the
Certificate of Appreciation on the Panel’s
behalf.

Above: Graham Goldsmith responds
after receiving his Certificate of
Appreciation.
Below left: Sue Bolton presents
Courtney Pang with her Certificate of
appreciation.

Model United Nations Assembly
On the 13th-14th June weekend, four
girls from Melbourne Girls’ College
were sponsored by RCR to attend the
Victorian MUNA event. PP Jean-Marc
Berthier ferried the girls to and from
the camp at the YMCA Lake Dewar
Lodge.
The girls had a thoroughly worthwhile
weekend and two, Hannah Beiers and
Chloe Sinclair, have written a lengthy
account of their experiences.
Unfortunately there was no room to
publish it in this issue of the Bulletin,
so it has been passed on to Annie and
Tony – next year’s Bulletin team - for
inclusion at a future date.
Hannah and Chloe will be attending
one of our meetings in the near future
and will tell us all about MUNA in
person.
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Introducing District Governor Colin Muir
District 9800 Governor
Colin Muir is a
dedicated Rotarian who
joined the Rotary Club
of Werribee in 1993,
and has held numerous
club and district
leadership positions
since then.
Colin believes that a
highlight during his
time in Rotary was his
participation in four
International
(FAIM) Service Projects
. These meant travel to
Western Samoa once, two trips to the
Solomon Islands and finally Goroka in
the PNG.
Another memorable project was his
contribution to the formation of a
Friendship Club arrangement with the

Richmond wins Awards
(from p1) the International Assembly ,
an annual training event in San Diego,
California, USA, for incoming district
governors.
Here, RI President-elect John Kenny
unveiled the theme, “The Future of
Rotary Is in Your Hands,” and went on
to outline his priorities for the
forthcoming year. These Colin Muir
summarised as: Water and Sanitation,
Health and Hunger, and not least,
Literacy, for without literacy people
cannot develop and deal with many of
the other critical issues for life.
Entertainment was provided at the
Changeover by two up and coming
singers who have appeared
independently at a number of Rotary
functions, including the District
Conference in Launceston.

Rotary Club of Sapporo
North, Hokkaido, Japan.
His career spanned 23
years in the Royal
Australian Air Force and
on his retirement in
1990, he and partner
Pauline operated a very
successful computer
manufacturing business
based in the Western
Suburbs of Melbourne
for a number of years.
Colin has been a
committed community
member of the Board of
the Werribee Football Club and is also a
member of Freemasons and Werribee
Lodge
Colin and his lovely wife Pauline have
two children and four grandchildren.

Mahatma Gandhi,
as you know,
walked barefoot
most of the time,
which produced an
impressive set of
calluses on his
feet.
He also ate very little, which
made him rather frail and with
his odd diet, he suffered from
bad breath.
This made him (Oh, man, this is
so bad, it's good) .....a supercalloused fragile mystic hexed by
halitosis.
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Klinginsmith elected RI president for 2010-11
By Joseph Derr, Rotary International News – 24
June 2009. Ray Klinginsmith, of the
Rotary Club of Kirksville, Missouri,
USA, was elected as president of
Rotary International for 2010-11 by
delegates during the fourth plenary
session at the 2009 RI Convention in
Birmingham, England.
Klinginsmith thanked the audience,
saying that his election completed a
long Rotary journey of nearly 50 years
that began with a Rotary Foundation
Ambassadorial Scholarship.
"Thank you for permitting me to
complete a circle in my Rotary life. It
was 25 years ago, in this very
building, that the delegates to the
Ray Klinginsmith addresses the attendees
1984 convention elected me as an RI
at the fourth plenary session on 24 June
director," said Klinginsmith. "That
after delegates elected him the RI
election in 1984 permitted me to
president for 2010-11. Rotary
become the youngest director on the RI
Images/Alyce Henson
Board as a result of my early exposure
to Rotary as a college student, because I audience how he embarked on his
journey on a ship that sailed from New
was a Rotary Scholar."
Orleans to Cape Town, where he made
Klinginsmith said that when the RI
Convention is convened in New Orleans, friends and was first exposed to the
transformative power of Rotary.
Louisiana, USA, in 2011, it will be the
50th anniversary of his "month long trip
that lasted a lifetime."
Awarded a scholarship to study at the
University of Cape Town, Klinginsmith
said he was the first student from his
community to study abroad. He told the

"I had the good fortune to travel 16,000
miles in Africa and to visit 35 Rotary
clubs in four different countries, and
therefore, I am pleased to stand here
today as a product of The Rotary
Foundation," Klinginsmith said.

The Rotarians who will serve as 2010-12 RI directors were declared elected at
the plenary session. They are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Noel A. Bajat, of the Rotary Club of Abbeville, Louisiana, USA;
Elio Cerini, of the Rotary Club of Milano Duomo, Italy;
Kenneth W. Grabeau, of the Rotary Club of Nashua West, New
Hampshire, USA;
Stuart B. Heal, of the Rotary Club of Cromwell, New Zealand;
Masaomi Kondo, of the Rotary Club of Senri, Osaka, Japan;
Barry Matheson, of the Rotary Club of Jessheim, Norway;
Samuel F. Owori, of the Rotary Club of Kampala, Uganda; and
John C. Smarge, of the Rotary Club of Naples, Florida, USA.
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More of the Year that was….

March 09: Great Aussie Bike Ride. Feeding the 5000 and packing up afterwards.

April 09: Above: Mock Job Interviews at MGC. Below: Car rally to Kyneton

Below: May 09: Rochester
Right: “You know,
Maureen, sometimes
I feel that being
President - it’s as if
someone is sucking
my brain dry.”

ROTARY DISTRICT 9800, R.I. & OTHER ROTARY LINKS
Richmond Rotary website:
District 9800 Home Page:
District E-Zine:
Rotary International:

http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Networker
http://www.rotary.org
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Change-Over
Night
From the Year of the Ox to
th
hee Luck of the Irish.
MC: John Benger
Duty Roster
Meeting

Tonight

2061

2062

2063

2064

Date

29 June

6 July

13 July

20 July

27 July

Chair

John Benger

Nia
Holdenson

John Benger

Pam Heath

Trevor Pang

Forthcoming Meetings, Speakers and Topics
6 July

Krissy O’Reilly: The Rotarian behind the Badge

13 July

Gavin Martin:: Making the GFC your BFG

20 July

Beryl Jones:: The Smith Family

27 July

Leigh Wallace: Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund

Celebrations 29th June – 5th July
Members’ Birthdays

Barbara Woodberry 30th, John Liddell & Janice Peeler 4th

Partners’ Birthdays

Nellya Lode 30th

Wedding Anniversaries

None

Induction Anniversaries

Jo Cowling 3rd (3 years)

Quote for the week
“Anyone who is capable of getting themselves made President should on no

account be allowed to do the job.”
Douglas Adams (1952 - 2001), The Hitchhiker's
itchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

ROTARY DISTRICT 9800, R.I. & OTHER ROTARY LINKS
Richmond Rotary website:
District 9800 Home Page:
District E-Zine:
Rotary International:

http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Networker
u/Members/Networker
http://www.rotary.org
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Put this in your Diary

11 year old Joyce Raymond suffered
horrendous burns from falling into a fire
in a grass skirt. A group of tourists,
including Rotarians, heard of Joyce's
situation and decided they would
sponsor her to come to Australia for
medical treatment not available in PNG.
They contacted ROMAC to assist in the
process.
Joyce arrived in Melbourne on Monday
and is an in-patient at The Monash
Medical Centre, Clayton. Mum, Lucia, is
at Ronald McDonald House, within
walking distance of Monash.
We believe Joyce is one of six girls but it
is just possible it is Joyce plus six as
maths are not a strong point with Joyce!
There are virtually no western services
on their island, i.e. no electricity, gas or
even a flushing toilet. The incredibly
friendly people at Ronald McDonald
House have said they will have fun
teaching mum to cook, shower, use a
washing machine: even to use the TV
remote. Joyce managed to master this
within a few minutes of arriving in the
hospital!
Joyce is comfortable and all the
preliminary checks are being done
including building her up as she is
underweight.
Most of Joyce’s physical issues are under
control but we need people to drop in to
check all is OK. ROMAC will arrange this
but if anyone is interested in helping,
please contact John Benger first.
Thanks must go to the many sponsors
who paid for private transport from PNG
and who have had a lot of direct contact
with Joyce. They gave Joyce a supply of
warm clothes and "mod" joggers that
Joyce does not want to take off.
One volunteer flew to PNG, leaving at 4
a.m., to accompany Joyce on trip back.
Lorne Cole of Jet City paid for the fuel:

FELLOWSHIP DINNER
Friday July 24, 2009, 7.00pm
At CHENG MOON RESTAURANT
Malaysian & Cantonese Cuisine
661 High Street, East Kew
(Upstairs, above Bendigo Bank)
Join in with your fellow Club Members
and simply enjoy each other’s
company whilst finishing the month
on a high note.
4 courses $30, BYO wine and fully
licensed.
RSVP Brian List
9816 9747
0411 222 724
list@brendow.com.au
Wow, jets are not cheap to run! David
Con in PNG assisted with the
complications of getting passports and
visas. Thanks also to Southern Health
and Surgeon Chris Kimber, and of course
the Rotary people. Especially Margaret
Longden and Janice Peeler.

29th June 2009
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For Your Information

Yarra Primary School
Davison Street,

Richmond 3121
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+61 03 9428 3286
+61 03 9427 8040
yarra.ps@edumaiLvic.gov.au
arra.ps@edumaiLvic.gov.au

President
Richmond Rotary
Dear Trevor,
I would like thank Richmond Rotary on behalf of Yarra Primary School students, teachers and
parents for the generous donation for the Kitchen Garden Program.
As you may be aware, the program no longer receives the Go for Your Life funding through
the Stephanie
anie Alexander Foundation, so all help is gratefully accepted. You will be pleased to
know how well the program is going, and the feed-back
feed back is all positive. Our students love the
program. The fact that they are learning how to grow and harvest in our school
schoo garden,
prepare the dishes in the kitchen and share the delicious food around the table in the
traditional way gives us hope that these skills will be with them for life.
In the past, Richmond Rotary has been very generous in helping our school with the wonderful
community barbeque, the worm farm, the chicken coop and the kitchen garden barbeque. We
do value the connection with Rotary and also appreciate the volunteers who have helped out
at our many working bees and in the program alongside the children.
At our recent Kitchen Garden working bee some of the funding from Rotary contributed to
purchase of new path edging, materials for a further raised garden bed and shade cloth. We
will also be purchasing much needed gum-boots
gum
for the garden classes.
Thank-you
you again for your continued support and I hope that our partnership continues for
many years to come.
Yours Sincerely
Jude Sullivan
(signed)
Kitchen Garden Coordinator
Yarra Primary School

