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Holding leaders accountable helps
prevent and resolve conflicts
Rotary World Peace Symposium Report

Jan Egeland, director of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, speaks
at the third plenary session of the Rotary World Peace Symposium.
Rotary Images/Alyce Henson
By Joseph Derr, Rotary International News -- 19 June 2009.

Accountability and telling it like it is are
critical components of building peace,
said Jan Egeland, director of the
Norwegian Institute of International
Affairs. Egeland was the UN secretarygeneral's special adviser for conflict
prevention and resolution from 2006 to
2008.
At the second Rotary World Peace
Symposium in Birmingham, England, on
19 June, Egeland discussed what he has
learned during his career of more than
30 years in humanitarian relief and
conflict resolution, which included
participating in secret negotiations

between Israelis and Palestinians to
produce the Oslo Accord of 1993.
As a peace negotiator, said Egeland, it's
important to hold leaders accountable
for their action or inaction. "We have to
speak the truth. I have tried to say it as
I saw it."
He also observed that "we're making
progress, thanks to the good work of
Rotary and hundreds of other good,
nongovernmental movements." For
example, when the December 2004
tsunami hit Thailand and other countries
in Southeast Asia, the response was
highly coordinated
(Cont on p6)
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President’s Message # 40
The Heritage Cluster Clubs of
Brunswick, Carlton, Collingwood,
Fitzroy and Richmond hosted the recent
D9800 Assembly on Sunday 31 May
2009. Our visionary Cluster Presidents
earmarked all proceeds of the Assembly
to aid the drought-stricken farming
families in the Campaspe region via the
Rotary Club of
Rochester.

Our OXYGens leaders Nick Cowling and
Krissy O’Reilly have met to discuss a
program of future hands-on working
bees and I look forward to learning
about and participating in these
projects. I commend all our Members
and Friends to support our OXYGens in
their endeavours in “breathing life” into
service to the
community.

I am pleased to
advise that a
surplus of
around $5,500
was achieved
with a proposed
plan of expenditure to purchase
approximately
$2000-worth of
IGA Food Vouchers or to provide “A
Weekend in Melbourne” for a group of
ladies from Campaspe to visit
Melbourne on a Saturday morning,
attend a cooking class, go shopping,
dinner and possibly theatre, stay
overnight at the CWA in Toorak and
Sunday lunch and then home. Thus
providing a well deserved reprieve from
the current rigours of rural stress!

Last Thursday
our current
Board of
Directors
handed the
reins to the new
team headed by
PE Michael
O’Sullivan. This
means that the
Club is now run by the new Board but
the current President (me) is still
“standing” until the 29 June at
Changeover that is – wow I feel like a
toothless tiger!

The balance of around $3,500 will be
used to print 500 well-produced
photographic calendars, which will
return a further $10,000 for the
Campaspe District. I am hopeful the
incoming Heritage Presidents will
continue to strive to assist our country
friends in 2009-2010.

Mending fences
Talking of the great work done by the
OXYGens, a representative of the
Victorian Farmers’ Federation (I did not
catch his name,) was interviewed on
Saturday morning on ABC radio. He

☺

ur Rotarians of the Week are our
new incoming Board members Chew Chan, Melissa CarfaxFoster, Brian List and Ross Telfer.
All very capable people with a
tremendous work capacity and strong
conviction to Rotary Service.
Let’s continue to dream like Chew,
Melissa, Brian and Ross - to Make
Dreams Real.
The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands.
Trevor.
said that the help with fence replacement had been fantastic. Since the
Black Saturday fires, 7700 km of
fencing had been replaced on 1009
properties and the farmers are ever so
grateful. Apparently, however, there is
still a fair bit to go and they are running
out of volunteers. (Editor)
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D9800 MUNA 2009 Rotary at a glance...
With a new year ahead, here’s
Rotary at a glance...
• Rotarians: 1,219,472 in 33,243 clubs
in 534 Districts in 208 countries.
• Rotaractors: 167,187 in 7269 clubs
in 157 countries
• Interactors: 251,965 in 10,955 clubs
in 120 countries
• In Australia there are 33,733
Rotarians in 1154 clubs.

Rotary and the United Nations
This year’s D9800 Model United Nations
Assembly (MUNA) was held two Sundays
ago.. MUNA simulates the workings of the
U.N. Assembly by having teams of two
or three senior students represent a
particular U.N. country in debates on
matters of world political and social
concern.
The main aims are to develop in
students an awareness of the United
Nations and the international situation of
other countries in the world.
Neville Page
age (RC North Melbourne) and
Brett Lefebvre (President RC Kyneton)
officiated and all four District 9800
participants are now heading to
Canberra.
Congratulations to...
• Monique Langley-Freeman
Freeman and Alice
Kennedy who represented China at
our MUNA – Best Debating team;
• Adam Morris - Best Male Debater;
• Annabel Healy Runner up Female
Debater

Rotary currently holds the highest
consultative status offered to a
nongovernmental organisation by the
UN’s Economic and Social Counsel, which
oversees many specialised UN agencies.
Each year Rotary International appoints
representatives to UN bodies and
nongovernmental organisations
worldwide. These representatives
increase awareness and recognition of
Rotary’s programs, policies and activities
within the global community. Rotary is
involved
ved with the African Union, Council
of Europe, UNESCO, UN Headquarters,
World Bank and World Food Programme
amongst many other organisations.
Source: Networker Issue 47, 15 June 09

More Imponderables

4.. Do infants enjoy infancy as much as
adults enjoy adultery?
5.. If a pig loses its voice, is it
disgruntled?
6.. Why is the man who invests all your
Source: Networker Issue 47, 15 June 09 money called a broker?
7.. When cheese gets its picture taken,
Imponderables
what does it say?
1. If you take an Oriental person and
8.. Why is a person who plays the piano
spin him around several times, does he
called a pianist but a person who drives
become disoriented?
a racing car not called a
2. If people from Poland are called Poles,
racist?
why aren't people from Holland called
9. If a convenience store is
Holes?
open 24 hours a day, 7 days
3. Why are a wise man and a wise guy
a week, 365 days a year, why
opposite?
are there locks on the door?
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Rochester Visit featured in Brunswick Bulletin

The following note and picture featured in the Brunswick RC Bulletin of 15th June.
“President David with A.D.G Chris Wang, Rochester President Ray Lewis and other
Heritage Presidents during the visit to Rochester on the weekend 9/10th May
2009.”

Vale Paulette Cowling
Last week President Trevor was
saddened to advise the Club of the
passing of Paulette Cowling - mother-inlaw of Rotarian Jo Cowling and
stepmother of PP Michael Cowling.
Mrs Cowling was a supporter of our club
in a number of its activities and had
sponsored a KindyBox for East Timor.
Her funeral was held last Thursday, 18th
June.
A floral tribute was forwarded on behalf
of our Members, Partners & Friends.

East Timor Project
Thanks to all who stripped bare for the
cause - we now have sufficient shirts
and ties for this collection. Please keep
the scarves and hats coming in!

Boroondara Kindergarten
celebrates NAIDOC week
Don’t forget: we are invited to
Boroondara Kindergarten’s celebration
for NAIDOC (National Aboriginal and
Islander Day of Celebration) week on
Thursday 25th June from 5.00 7.00pm. It will involve a welcome to
country by Aunty Joy Murphy, a dance
performance and lots of kangaroo to
eat. We are lending our barbeque to
them for the evening. If you have the
time, why
not go
along?
(Picture
courtesy of
National
NAIDOC
committee
website)
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URGENT REQUEST from Bill Dagg
at D9800 Donations in Kind

PUT YOUR TAXES TO A GOOD CAUSE
If you, or your business are paying
tax by the 30th June 2009, you can
help DIK survive until 30th Aug, by
which time we will have a long term
sponsor for our store
rent which is currently
$42,000 p.a.
From 1990 until they
ceased to trade in
Sept 08, Doug & Chris
Golden of Golden Bros
P/L generously
sponsored our DIK
premises in various
locations. Bob
Glindemann (tel: 9859
4612), Don Jago (tel:
9817 6608) and I are
on the Special DIK
Committee appointed
to find a new long
term sponsor and we
expect to do so no
later than 30 Aug
2009. Suggestions are
welcomed!
D9800 DIK has
recently received
donations of new
clothing valued at over
$750,000 and 200
page exercise books
valued at $1 million.
Donors trust Rotary
and D9800 D.I.K
13 Clubs have shipped
containers for their
international project
from D9800 DIK since
Jan 2009. Additionally,
DIK has shipped
another six to Timor.
Currently DIK is
storing/sending items

for our Bushfire Project. This has
been our busiest 6 months on
record.
Tax deductible receipts for FY 08-09 will
benefit you or your
business and DIK can
continue to serve you
and those less fortunate
in other countries. Any
amount will help.
Please make cheques
payable to :- ROTARY
AUSTRALIA OVERSEAS
AID FUND.

Bill Dagg loading
KindyBoxes at DIK

Since Jan 2001 on
your behalf as club
projects or as
donations from DIK,
we have shipped 254
containers of
requested goods
valued at over A$15
million to :•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Timor Leste
Fiji
Samoa
PNG
Zambia
Tanzania
Zimbabwe
the Philippines
Solomon Islands
Vanuatu

This has been our
busiest 6 months on
record.

Post to:- Bill DAGG,
39 Brentwood Dr,
Avondale Hts.VIC.3034.
Include full name and
postal details for ATO TD
receipt, including
ACN/ABN if applicable.
Cheques MUST be
received by Sun 28th June
to qualify for FY08-09
receipt.
Please pass this request
to any who could benefit
from a tax deductible
receipt.
The need is URGENT!
Thank you,
Bill Dagg
D9800 Donations in Kind.
Enquiries? Talk to Bill on:
9318 5313 or
0425 741 045
or by email:
bdagg@tpg.com.au
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effective, he said. "We
have succeeded more
often than we've failed,
and we've shown that we
can do remarkable things
when we work together."
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David Metzenthen to be
Slade Speaker

David
Metzenthen, a
popular and
prolific author
of books for
children and
young adults,
Egeland said he feels optimistic knowing has kindly
accepted the
that a new generation of peacemakers
invitation to be
coming out of Rotary's peace programs
the guest
will have unparalleled knowledge,
technology, and training to do the much
much- speaker at the
Slade Literary Award in September. A
needed work.
local author, he lives with his family in
"What he said about accountability is
Camberwell and has been writing as a
crucial," said Rebecca Gasca, a
career since 1990.
Rotaractor and 2003-04
04 Rotary
Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar. "Not As a child David Metzenthen was a
nature boy; he loved fishing and farm
only is it at the leadership level that we
k, exploring the bush, and being
have to hold each other accountable, but work,
also at the grassroots level. I think there outdoors under the stars. He also lived
very much inside his own head; feeling
is a place for Rotary in both regards."
that the world was a place of unlimited
Ahamed Imthiaz Ismail, a member of the
adventure. He harboured dreams of
Rotary Club of Colombo Mid Town,
becoming a cowboy, a fisherman, a
Western Province, Sri Lanka, has
farmer, a sailor, or a writer. Instead
Inste
he
mentored three Foundation Scholars and
left home at eighteen, with a copy of
is involved in humanitarian land mine
Jack Kerouac's On the Road for
action and the resettlement of internally
company, and hitch-hiked
hiked his way
displaced people in his country. "His
around New Zealand. Returning to
presentation was based on real-life
real
Australia, David worked as a builder's
experiences, and it had diverse views
labourer and advertising copy writer
that you could relate to different
before finding success as a writer of
circumstances and situations," said
books
ooks for children and young adults.
Ismail.
David's work has been translated into
"I thought it was really inspiring to hear
Danish and Italian and published in the
positive things and put a number of
UK and US. He is published in Australia
current conflicts in perspective," said
by Penguin and has also written for the
Zélie Pollon, a Rotary World Peace Fellow
Aussie Nibbles, Bites and Chomps series,
series
from Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA, who
also Penguin imprints.
s. His latest book (at
graduated from Rotary's professional
the time of writing) is Jarvis 24,
development program at Chulalongkorn
published in March, but he turns out
University in Thailand and will enter the
such a quantity of work that there will
University of Bradford in a few months.
probably be others by the time the Slade
"In tandem, it's also good to be
rolls around! (Biographical details courtesy of
reminded of the things we're not
Penguin Books Australia)
focusing on that we can do."
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YOUR FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS
For District Events Calendar go to www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au (news & events)
For more detailed information re your Club’s upcoming events refer to the Bulletin
http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au/bulletin.php
Date
Tuesday
23rd June

Event
Rotary Club of
Docklands:
Charter Dinner

Time
7pm for
7.30pm
start

Where/Other Details
Venue: Sumac, on the water at Central
Pier, 161 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands
Cost: $70 per person — cash or cheque
Dress: Lounge suit.
Contact: Donna Nutter M: 0418 334 492
Email: donna_n@bigpond.net.au

Thursday
25th June

National
Aboriginal &
Islander Day of
Celebration

5.00pm
7.00pm

Venue: Boroondara Kindergarten
Contact: Barb Woodberry 0413 057 879

Thursday
25th June

Rotary Club
of Collingwood
Changeover
Night

6.30pm
for
7.00pm

Venue: Leinster Arms Hotel
66 Gold Street, Collingwood
Contact: PE Mike O’Sullivan 0417 396 432
Price: $55 pp

Saturday
27thJune

District
Changeover
Night

Evening
7.00pm

Venue: Melbourne Park Function Centre
Contact: Pres Trevor
Host: Rotary Club of Hawthorn
David Pisterman 0418 345 607

Monday
29th June

Club
Changeover
Night

Evening
6.30pm
for
7.00pm

Venue: Amora Hotel Riverwalk
Contact: PE Mike O’Sullivan 0417 396 432

Mystery Bush Fire Death in USA
Fire authorities in California found a corpse in a burned-out section of forest while
assessing the damage done by a forest fire. The deceased male was dressed in a
full wet suit, complete with scuba tanks on his back, flippers, and face mask.
A post-mortem test revealed that the man died not from burns, but from massive
internal injuries. Dental records provided a positive identification.. Investigators
then set about to determine how a fully clothed diver ended up in the middle of a
forest fire.
It was revealed that on the day of the fire, the man went diving off the coast,
some 20 miles from the forest. The fire fighters, seeking to control the fire as
quickly as possible, had called in a fleet of helicopters with very large dip buckets.
Water was dipped from the ocean and emptied at the site of the forest fire.
You guessed it. One minute our diver was making like Flipper in the Pacific, the
next, he was doing the breast stroke in a fire dip bucket 300 feet in the air.
Some days it just doesn't pay to get out of bed.

The Bulletin of
The
he Rotary Club of Richmond
22nd June 2009

Meeting 2059

Page 8

The NHP Story
Rotarian Nigel Peck PHF
Duty Roster
Meeting

2059

2060

2061

2062

2063

Date

22 June

29 June

6 July

13 July

20 July

Chair

David Bibby

PE Michael
O’Sullivan

Nia
Holdenson

John Benger

Pam Heath

Forthcoming Meetings, Speakers and Topics
29 June

Club Changeover
hangeover Night:
Night From the Year of the Ox to the Luck of the Irish

6 July

Krissy O’Reilly: The Rotarian behind the Badge

13 July

Gavin Martin:: Making the GFC your BFG

20 July

Beryl Jones:: The Smith Family

Celebrations 22nd – 28th June
Members’ Birthdays

Barry Roberts 23rd, Rob Mactier 25th, Mark Fowler 27th

Partners’ Birthdays

None

Wedding Anniversaries

Melissa & Richard Carfax-Foster
Foster 23rd

Induction Anniversaries

None

Quote for the week
“Engineers like to solve problems. If there are no problems handily available, they
will create their own problems.”
problems.
Scott Adams (American Cartoonist,
Cartoonist b.1957)

ROTARY DISTRICT 9800, R.I. & OTHER ROTARY LINKS
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District 9800 Home Page:
District E-Zine:
Rotary International:

http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Networker
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