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Convention party returns from
darkest Tasmania
The 2009 Convention was a roaring success and our party returned last week
brimming over with inspiration and new ideas,
ideas and all charged up for the next
year. On top of the convention
convention experience itself, they had a week of seeing
some of the best that Tassie has to offer the tourist,, including river cruises,
heritage listed holiday cabins and exotic steam rail trips. Here are a few shots
from lensman John Griffith:: Next week we
we will have a larger spread and
an a
detailed report on the event. (If
If you went and have some pictures , please
contact the editor!)
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Rotarian of the Week
Apologies from President Trevor this
week. Having only just returned from
Tasmania after last weekend, he had to
drive up to the RYPEN camp at
Lancefield for this weekend and simply
did not have time to write his message.
He did however pass the following to
the editor:

☺

ur Rotarian of the Week this
week is Nia Holdenson, who has
put an enormous amount of
time and effort into the organisation of

the RYPEN event. The Rotary Youth
Program of Enrichment (RYPEN) is
a program of weekend seminars for
young people between the ages of 14
and 17 years. District invited Richmond
to host
ost the camp this year and Nia took
on the job of being our coordinator for
the project. She succeeded brilliantly. A
great effort Nia!
Let’s continue to dream like Nia – To
Make Dreams Real.
Trevor

Help Sponsor a TL Kindy Teacher!
The Richmond Rotary East Timor Kindy project still has three teachers
sponsorships to cover this Rotary year - there are three boxes at $100 and one
box at $50 for each one. Gift Certificates also still available. Contact Barbara
Woodberry to .

Put your
name here!
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Six Degrees of Separation and a connected Community
David Langdon muses on what we know about local history
I continue to be amazed by the
serendipitous opportunities which occur
with the Richmond Historical Society.
When on duty you always learn
something new about a person, a place
or an event. With access to over 3,000
photographs, volumes of information and
amazing pieces of ephemera, you are
suddenly immersed into local history
which spans over 170 years. The variety
of information collected over the last 30
years holds many gems of knowledge
just waiting to be discovered.
Our society averages about 100
enquiries a month in search of
information about a home, a street, a
person, a company or an event. Recent
enquiries have included unravelling the
mystery of pollution on the MFB Site in
Burnley, the renaming of part of Swan
Street, the naming of streets, naming of
Mary Rogers Square, site histories,
Women’s Suffrage Petition and countless
family enquiries.

families who are cleaning up their homes
consider passing on materials to us.
One such person inherited his aunt’s
estate and was in possession of boxes of
membership records, race results,
photographs, and business materials for
the Richmond Cycling Club.
Miles and Doreen Schofield contacted our
society and donated an extensive range
of materials regarding the history and
operations of Cash’s. Miles’ role as
Managing Director, successfully led the
company through changes, acquisitions,
growth and increased employment
opportunities. Miles and Doreen
introduced me to the Rotary Club of
Richmond on one of their visits.
Richmond Rotarians have made a
significant contribution to the Richmond
community as a result of their
professional and business activities.
Launching a book about Australia’s
Match Making industry, mention is given
to Brian Bath whose leadership and
influence was a key driver of Bryant
May’s success. Fred Allen, Principal, of
Richmond Technical School, in his
biography illustrates his major
contribution to Education in Australia and
Overseas – he was a visionary and
influencer which shaped education
through 1950’s -70’s – he established an
Interact Club in the1960s. Francis
Bartlett – well known Richmond
Photographer operated his studios in
Bridge Road, Geoff Clarke, Jim Greer –
Greer Wire, Murray Moore, Miles
Morphett - Printing, Ern Ainger –
Auctioneer are some examples of
information about Rotarians held by the
society.

You don’t know who you will meet or
where the enquiry will take you. A
retired surgeon from Sydney now living
in Canada has an active hobby of
collecting and researching mail
ephemera. He wanted to establish the
family connection, within three days I
had been able to provide detailed
information about this family and by the
fifth day, to my delight, I came across
small photograph of a family member of
the Australian connection. A week later,
he received an enquiry regarding this
family from an NBC News and Radio
station. The information fell into place
with incredible timing. Similar enquiries
come from all over Australia and the
world, as people are more actively
The Society has limited information
seeking to discover their family’s history. about the companies and businesses
owned, operated or managed by
The Society receives documents,
Richmond Rotarians; it would be great to
photographs, materials from a wide
add more to the collection.
range of sources. We are lucky that
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Last week’s speaker: Judy Crowe, Principal of
Melbourne Girls’ College
Our speaker last week was a good
friend of Richmond Rotary Club, Judy
Crowe, Principal of MGC. Judy arrived in
Melbourne seven years ago from
Warrnambool and she says she is
delighted to feel a part of this
community. As the Principal, she is very
proud of MGC and what it represents.
The school has 1250 enrolled students
and could be substantially bigger if they
could take all who wanted to enrol.
There are 208 pupils at each year level,
with an application list for each of 350.
As MGC is a state school, local residents
have an automatic right of entry.
However, there are 50 full fee paying
international students whose families
pay $12,000 per year. The broad
cultural mix is highly valued. There are
90 teachers (including our Nia) and 30
non-teaching administration staff. The
girls also go to other schools to study
subjects not covered by MGC.
Financially, the school is a significant
business, with a budget of $8.5 million,
over 90% of which is for staff costs.
They also raise funds locally, e.g.
through fees to attend camps,
excursions, sports activities (such as
rowing) and music, and MGC can rent
school facilities to other organisations,
e.g. the hiring of their gym to clubs.

As MGC is a state school, there is
constant pressure to track how students
are doing academically. This information goes into a government
document that shows how all government schools are doing. Judy noted that
there have been massive changes in
technology in the last decade. The next
step will see the introduction of very
cheap computers: soon all students will
be provided with a lap top computer.
The school enjoys a high level of VCE
success. Last year, 47 of 190 girls
(nearly 25%) had an Enter score of over
90, a pleasing result given this is not a
selective entry school. Most schools
average around 10%. However, Judy
says, do not look just at the raw score,
as it does not take into account where
the girls come from. It is important to
look at the pro rata comparison across
schools given the relative difference in
economic and educational backgrounds
of the students. The school sees great
differences in the value adding that
different schools can achieve, and MGC
is excellent on this comparison.

Teaching the conventional disciplines
has also changed in recent years: they
are no longer treated in isolation. The
disciplines today are interlinked to show
the relative importance of critical
The school has a $4 million development subjects such as maths and science.
Judy concluded by telling us how the
plan. Its next project is to build a
staff are increasingly amazed at the way
boatshed with an area for teaching
their girls support the school community
hospitality over it. The final stage will
and each other. For example, everyone
be to upgrade the technology and food
barracked for the rowing team in the
teaching areas.
inter-school competition, even though
A major issue at the school is that of
they were coming last. “Our girls learn
parental involvement. While there are
the hard way to be part of a team.”
800 working families in the school
community, only 20 parents turn up at
working bees. The parents come in
droves to parent-teacher meetings, said
Judy, yet it is increasingly hard to get
volunteer helpers. (Sounds familiar! Ed)

Judy
MGC
back
such

hopes the lessons being learned at
will lead in future to the girls giving
to the community through groups
as Rotary.
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Timor Lestte
e Kindy Project Update
By Barbara Woodberry: Last week 7
more Kindy Boxes left for Timor along
with over 50 boxes of donated items.
Amongst the donated items are over 35
sets of wooden blocks made in Croydon
C
by Brian, introduced to us by Lilydale
Rotary. Over 500m of adhesive book
covering donated by The Book Cover
Company in Vermont. 100 jigsaws
donated by North Melbourne
ourne RC.
Decorative paper given by Jutta and
Johannes and lots of buttons donated by
Motto and sorted into Johannes' jars!

Room with 7 spaces: Imagination, Games,
Library, Maths, Alphabet, Place for Activities
in Small Groups and Place for Activities in
Big Groups (outside)

DIK contributed lots including picture books, card
(A2 and A3 for posters), glue and crayons. What
a fantastic effort. Pam and Barbara will be
playing Mother Christmas to lots of excited
teachers and children in May!
And there
here were lots of stuffed toys filling every
available space - thanks to so many of our
members and friends.
As the Kindy Directors gain more confidence,
loads of thank yous and points of discussion
arrive daily by email. They are beginning to feel
very involved.
The last Kindy to join the project is called 'As
Sementinhas' (The Little Seeds). They explain
the reasoning behind their name '... for two

reasons: the first one, because we also have a
Place for Activities in Big Groups
little field, prepared by the children and their
(outside the room)
parents, in order to enrich their lunch and to
learn that one has to work to survive. We plant beans, corn, cabbage, carrots,
tomato. The second reason is, we believe that the children are little seeds, which
can grow healthy if we provide water and a good land.'
Right: In our field the
children have to water the
plants every day.
Left: Using the wooden
squares to learn about
numbers

SEE EXTENDED REPORT AND PICTURES ON WEB EDITION PP 10 - 13
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More on the Timor Leste
Kindies (see web pp10-11)
We have received a series of delightful
photos of youngsters in the As
Sementinhas kindergarten. Unfortunately there is not room to publish them
in the printed Bulletin this week, but
they are available, with further
commentary and information, on pages
10 and 11 on the Web edition.
Thanks to Barbara for passing them on.

The dangers of Google
Before you send in that interesting letter
or email to the bulletin for publication to
the members, just remember that once
it is on our website, it is visible to the
world. PP Janice Kesterton discovered
this recently.
“I have discovered that googling of my
name produces every electronic place
where my name has been presented,
even including the Yacht Club
Newsletter, and even some charitable
donations. I am not concerned on my
behalf despite a few impolite comments”
….this time!
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Australian Rotary Health - a tax
deductible donation.
Thanks, Janice Kesterton.

Return of the Bright Spark
Last week Miles
Schofield missed the
meeting because he was
in hospital having his
pacemaker battery
recharged. Hopefully he
will be back tonight all
charged up and ready to
go - as Phil said to the
editor last week - “like a
Duracell bunny.”

Yarra Champions - Community
training workshop (see web p9)
Andrew Vance, Environmental Studies
teacher at MGC, who also took part in
CUA Day with some of his students, has
let us know that the Yarra Riverkeepers
are running a community training
workshop free of charge on Sunday April
5th 2009, 10 am – 3:30 pm at the
Abbotsford Convent.
In the workshop you will learn how the
Yarra River’s ecological needs are linked
to Melbourne’s water supply. You will
also enjoy working with a group of likeminded people towards an exciting
project in late May. Registration is
essential.

What might be entertaining to our
members may be embarrassing if it is
read by a wider public. So think twice
before you pass on that missive as it
may be copied and retransmitted by
anyone once it is on the web. Removing Full details are on page 9 of the
it later may be too late to prevent it from website edition of this Bulletin.
floating off into indefinite circulation
around the web.

Billy Elliott Theatre Show
Money now due please. Payment
for these tickets is to be made by 9th
April, just before Easter. I have booked
20 tickets for Tuesday June 9th. Please
contact me this evening, Monday 30th
March, after our Rotary Meeting to pay
me the special price of $84.40 per A
Reserve ticket. At a later date, I hope
you will all pay $10 per ticket to

ROTARY HOT
CROSS BUNS
A must for this Easter
Order by: Friday 2 April
Collect at Club
Meeting: Monday 6
April
Contact Jo
Cowling.
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YOUR FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS
For District Events Calendar go to www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au (news & events)
For more detailed information re your Club’s upcoming events refer to the Bulletin
http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au/bulletin.php
Date
April
Tuesday
7th April
Sunday
19th April
24th – 26th
April
Thursday
30th April
May
Sunday
3rd May
Help needed!
Sunday
3rd May
Monday
11th May
Help needed!
Friday
15th May
Monday
25th May
Sunday
31st May
Help needed!
June
Monday
1st June
Tuesday 9th
June
13th – 14th
June

Friday 26th
June
Saturday 27th
June

Event
Time
Rotary Magazine Month
GSE Farewell
7.00pm
Dinner
for
Outgoing Teams 7.30pm
Car Rally & BBQ
TBA

Where/Other Details
Venue: Foundry Hotel Complex, Bendigo
Contact: Jean Marc Berthier 0410 508 482

After car rally, BBQ at the Bibby’s,
Kyneton. Details TBA by Elissa Marriott
P.E.T.S.
TBA
Venue: Somewhere in Ballarat
Contact: Michael O’Sullivan 0417 396 432
Mock Job
12.00
Venue: Melbourne Girls’ College
Interviews
Noon Yarra Boulevard, Richmond
5.00pm Contact: Tim Baker 0412 568 531
Australian Rotary Health Research Month
RCR Hosts
TBA
Afternoon Tea at Hawthorn Receptions,
Shine-On
Glenferrie Road.
Awards
Contact: Sue Bolton
Club Meeting
6.30pm Dinner after Shine-On-Awards
(in lieu of 4th
for
Venue: Amora Hotel Riverwalk,
May)
7.00pm 649 Bridge Road, Richmond
RCR’s Ainger
6.30pm Venue: Amora Riverwalk Hotel, Richmond
Public Speakfor
Contact: Ben Hosking on 0437 232 880
ing Awards
7.00pm
Golf Day &
TBA
Venue: TBA
Dinner
Contact: Judy Nettleton 0402 083 848
Trivia Night
TBA
Venue: Richmond Town Hall
Details: TBA
Contact: Judy Nettleton 0402 083 848
District
8.30am Venue: Melbourne University - Wilson Hall
Assembly
–
Contact: PE Mike O’Sullivan 0417 396 432
1.00pm Hosts: The Heritage Cluster Clubs
Rotary Fellowship Month
Trivia Night Fun
TBA
Venue & Details: TBA
Contact: Judy Nettleton 0402 083 848
‘Billy Elliot the
Evening Contact: Janice ASAP on 0418 171 502.
Musical’
TBA
Supporting Aust Rotary Health.
MUNA
TBA
Contact: Nia Holdenson 0403 068 482
Venue: Lake Dewar Lodge YMCA,
339 Garrards Lane, Myrniong
Host: Rotary Club of North Melbourne
Club
Evening Venue: TBA
Changeover
TBA
Contact PE Mike O’Sullivan
Night
District
Evening Venue: Melbourne Park Function Centre
Changeover
7.00pm Contact: Michael O’Sullivan 0417 396 432
Night
Host: Rotary Club of Hawthorn
David Pisterman 0418 345 607

Q: What's the similarity between a hurricane and an Alabama divorce?
A: Somebody's gonna lose a trailer...
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Conneeccting
People
ANDREW MAHAR

Founder of Infoxchange

Duty Roster
Meeting

2049

2050

Date

30 March

6 April

Chair

Barbara
Woodberry

Michael Blake

Judy Nettleton

Michael
O’Sullivan

Head
Table

2051

2052

20 April

27 April

Brian List

TBA

Michael
O’Sullivan

Barry Roberts

13 April

No Meeting

Forthcoming Meetings, Speakers and Topics
6 April

Graham Hallet: Salvation Army:
Army Why I do what I do

13 April

Easter Monday: NO MEETING

20 April

John Ainger: “Is everyone done? Sold!” The Ainger Story

27 April

TBA

Celebrations 30th March – 5th April
Members’ & Partners’ Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries
nd

Induction Anniversaries

None
nd

Kieran Moore 2 (28 yrs), Trevor Pang 2
Mark Fowler 2nd (3 yrs).

(19 yrs),

Quote for the week
“Young
Young men are fitter to invent than to judge; fitter for execution than for counsel;
and fitter for new projects than for settled business.”
business.
Francis Bacon (1561
1561-1626) English philosopher, statesman and writer.

ROTARY DISTRICT 9800, R.I. & OTHER ROTARY LINKS
Richmond Rotary website:
District 9800 Home Page:
District E-Zine:
Rotary International:

http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Networker
http://www.rotary.org
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Be a Yarra Champion
Community training workshop
Sunday April 5th 2009, 10 am – 3:30
pm
Abbotsford Convent (Melways Ref: 44 G5)

Free!

includes training materials & picnic lunch by
Dight’s Falls with special guests:
• Professor Barry Hart – Chair, Yarra
Coordinating Committee
• Warwick Draper – Olympic kayak slalom finalist
Do you want to take a more active role in protecting our environment? Not sure
how or where to direct your energies?
The Yarra River urgently needs community-minded people to step up and defend it and the
life it supports. Leading river campaigners Yarra Riverkeepers and Environment Victoria
invite you to be one of a select group provided with specialist skills and guidance to act as
Yarra Champions.
Take advantage of this unique training opportunity and discover how you can help restore
the health of our much-loved river.
In the workshop you will learn how the Yarra River’s ecological needs are linked to
Melbourne’s water supply. You will also enjoy working with a group of like-minded people
towards an exciting project in late May.

Secure your place now
Registration essential, contact: Ian Penrose,
Yarra Riverkeeper
Phone: 0409 510 766 or Email:
info@yarrariver.org.au
www.environmentvictoria.org.au
www.yarrariver.org.au
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Timor Leste Kindy Project
Extended email report by Barbara Woodberry
I was particularly touched by this email
below and the accompanying photos.
“As Sementinhas” is one of the last
kindies to join the project. Next week
the two teachers will be in Dili learning
alongside Sr Aurora's teachers. They
are from a very poor village. Our last
couple of boxes will go off to them after they have done their initial
training. Maybe Pam, Susie and I will
get to present them with their
certificates of appreciation? The letter
below is from a volunteer from a
Portuguese aid agency, GOYA, who is
working to establish the kindy and who
captioned the pictures.

Place for Activities in Small Groups

GOYA patronised our lawn bowling last
year and have taken on their
sponsorship.
Hi Barbara,
thank you for your positive answer.
From April 30th- 4th my teachers will
be in Comoro with Sister Aurora. Their
name is Mafalda Valente and Lúcia
Silva. Our Kindergarden is still very
small, but it is growing, specially the
kids. We called it “As Sementinhas”
(“The Little Seeds”) (we had some
Time for a snack: we give them a glass of milk.
problems with the name but I think
The government promised us rice.
that yesterday the Ministery got
finally the right name) for two reasons:
the first one, because we also have a little field, prepared by the children and their
parents, in order to enrich their lunch and to learn that one has to work to survive. We
plant beans, corn, cabbage, carrots, tomato. The second reason is, we believe that the
children are little seeds, which can grow healthy if we provide water and a good land.
I send you some pictures of the Kindergarden so that you can see how it looks like. I
know Felicity (Felicity is from GOYA and was at the lawnbowling) , I met her in
2005 while I was in Dare, but I think that she doesn’t remember me. I’m going to talk
to Mana Lu about the boxes.
Thanks again and I hope to meet you someday.
Cumprimentos/Best regards
Clarisse Silva

Meeting 2049

30th March 2009

Page 11

Tomorrow 7 kindy boxes hit the seas
along with just so many boxes of
donated items. As you know we are
keeping the 'kindy box' idea for newish,
planned items, in order to raise the
sense of professionalism. Donated items
are going over in cardboard boxes and
will be sorted by small working parties
over
ver there and then distributed. It
would be too much for us to do the
sorting at this end.
The donated paper, board, glue,
glue etc.,
which
hich has gone is going to be used in
resource making workshops where they
Our field. It is called “Jardim das Sementinhas”
will do posters, creative
reative items etc. We
(Seeds’ garden)
have Alison teaching at the kindy most
Saturdays now - she is from Seaford and teaches at the International school in Dili
- she gives up her Saturdays to help our
project. I was introduced to her by Merv
Dyer, the Freemason who has supported
us in the past.
Donated Jigsaws from the RC of North
Melbourne,, toys, blocks, adhesive book
covering, translated books and much else
will be distributed by us as we visit our
kindies in May.
We have now translated 2 titles - Simply
123 and Rex the Dinosaur.
Dinosaur Thanks to
Susie for introducing us to VBW, the book
wholesalers who are selling us sets of
remaindered
ndered books for between $1 and
Playing “Husbands and Wifes"
$2 each (his cost price). And thanks to
Helen and Helga who covered and stuck so diligently at the last working bee - and
at a few other private ones we have had since
since then to get them finished!! That's
friendship for you.
The playing cards so many of you
got exasperated
asperated with 2 working
parties ago, along with the jars of
buttons and marbles (sorted over a
number of working bees), are being
used in a week of maths professional
development that is occurring
straight after Easter (their next
school holidays). Some teachers
from Perth are going over to do the

During 5 minutes each day, the
children learn numbers and letters.
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(including the Don Bosco
wooden items) as the
resources.
The building blocks have
been made by a retired
gentleman from Croydon who
was introduced to us by
Lilydale RC. He has made
2000 blocks so far!.

The first moment of the day after brushing their teeth, is
the Meeting, followed by Music.

I have also had a lesson in
making an easel and kiddies
chair - samples have been
donated by T and P Preschool
Equipment in Dandenong and
went in the shipment. I will
be assisting Andrew (from
Lastings, our great toymaker)
as we try to impart these
skills to our
woodworkers in May.
Now we just need to find
a cashed up sponsor for
the Art Kindy Book!!

Another delight will be
the 50 binder folders I
found dumped in a skip
- in great condition. The
week before Aurora had
emailed me asking for
such an item so that the
teachers can store the
Children's Readers which
CARE produces quarterly
The playground (this photo is old, we did some swings)
and which are as
precious as oil!! She
saw my skip find as divine
intervention ... and a sign from
above. I saw it as the reward for
being ever watchful - much like
Magdalena and her novel
fundraising idea for our exercise
book campaign - she kept her eyes
on the ground ever watchful for
coins - and equalled Richard as
fundraiser extraordinaire!!
Doreen's roll of high quality fabric

For Christmas we did a little drama.
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has gone to a school catering for
young women way out east - they
are going to make drawstring bags
for us in their sewing classes to
store some of the Don Bosco
wooden toys in. I have asked
ed for
'French seams' - that is really
challenging them.
Well I could go on - and this started
from wanting to share an email with
you!
tary calendar is so full that I
The Rotary
am loathe to ask you to give up any
more of your precious time. We will
probably have an early evening
working bee in April to finish off the
cutting and covering! But please
don't feel any pressure to attend,
everyone is so busy at the moment.

GAMES
We don’t have much money to buy so many toys, so
I do it myself. I usually take a look at catalogues and
then try to do it. Here are some examples:
Above: This one is to help them distinguish shapes.
Below: To learn
arn about body parts.

Barbara
PS: I presented a slide show re the
project at Glenferrie R Club this
week - they were
e so warm in their
enthusiasm. Very motivating. If
you get a chance you should join
me on one of these guest speaker
gigs - they are exhausting but
rewarding. Thanks to Trevor for
being my support act, as he was a
couple of weeks ago at Fitzroy they are now sponsoring a teacher
for the long term.

I saw this one at Sister Aurora’s
Kindergarten

At the space Maths. This game (with the
rope) helps to learn sequences.

