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Santa Claus sighted early at Richmond!

Reporter: Annie Wysham
With a ‘HO, HO, HO’ Santa and his
elves, plus reindeers, surprised the
members, friends and visitors at the
last meeting with a special visit!
Little Ruby Marriott (3½) couldn’t have
chosen a better night to take her Mum,
Elissa, to Rotary! The little elves
distributed a toy novelty to each
member from the Santa sacks.
Santa and his helpers also kindly
remembered to bring toys to leave for
the Friends of RCR’s toy collection for
the Salvation Army!
He even had his list, and was caught
checking it twice, to see if those bad
boys - young Phil, Brian, Trevor,
Michael, Barry, Miles and Ross - have
been ‘naughty or nice’! (The jury is still
out!)

(Santa and his helpers looked a lot like
those Christmas-spirited folk, Jennie
Purdie-Smith, Bryley and Hayden Ellis
and their Mum and Dad. Seems
President Trevor was so keen to see
Santa and the helpers he booked their
visit a week early!)
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Presiid
dent’s Message #24
Christmas 2008 will be upon us this
Thursday.
As we slide into our festive season
celebrations let us also celebrate our
Club’s achievements and be very mindful
of the work we still need to
do for the coming year.
When we gather around our
Christmas tree sharing the
joys of family, friends and
exchange of gifts and when
we toast each other at the
Christmas table, we should
remember those who are
less fortunate than
ourselves by sharing a
thought of hope,
companionship and goodwill
to mankind. We should
endeavour the reach out to those in
desperate need – remember there are
1.4 billion people living in extreme
poverty on less than $1.25 a day. All of
us can help.

Welcome New Member
Michael Blake
th

Last Monday, December 15 , President
Trevor had much pleasure in inducting
our latest new member, Michael Blake.
Michael joins us representing the
chemicals and fertilisers trading
profession.

Maureen and I extend our very best
wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a
peaceful safe New Year. We also thank
you for your continuing support
sup
and look
forward to working with you in 2009.
And remember the embrace
of Richmond Fellowship – it’s
priceless!
        
Our Rotarian of the Week is
Nigel Peck who has
relentlessly assisted our club
projects through financial,
infrastructural and moral
support. Nigel has been a
Richmond Rotarian for
nearly 30 years and
although his attendance is
rare his influence touches us
u continually.
Thank you, Nigel.
Let’s continue to dream like Nigel – To
Make Dreams Real.
Trevor.

Sue Bolton joins DG Nominating
Committee for 2011-2012.
DG Jim Studebaker has advised the result
of the ballot by clubs for Rotarians to
serve on the District Governor
Nominating Committee to nominate the
DG for District 9800 in the 2011-12
2011
year.
As a result of a tied vote, the nominating
committee will comprise
compris four Rotarians
elected by clubs to join the Immediate
Past District Governor, Governor,
Governor Elect and Governor Nominee.
The four club elected members are:
PP Simon O’Donoghue (RC
Hawthorn)
PP Bob Glindemann (RC Melbourne)
PP Sue Bolton (RC Richmond)
PP Philip Archer (RC Southbank).
Interviews for our 2011-12
2011
DG will be
held on Sunday, 29th March 2009.
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When did Christmas start for you?
PP Warren Golding shares some seasonal thoughts
On Friday 23rd of October we received
our first Christmas request letter at the
office.
In late October, I visited the $2 Shop
and was surprised to find that half the
shop floor had been taken
over with Christmas
goodies. The same night
a phone call from Brian
requested the band at
Rotary and on the same
day I started making a
list at the office of
Doctors who would
receive a Rotary Christmas pudding. Why all the fuss and
preparation — what makes this event so
different from any other time of the
year? Yes it is bigger than the Grand
Final or Spring Carnival in Melbourne.
Even the Prime Minister and Leader of
the Opposition pass good wishes to each
other in Parliament — a rare occurrence.
I have only ever spent Christmas in
Australia - but I have been in many
different situations. My ‘banding’ started
in Perth 60 years ago on the back of a
truck on Christmas morning, visiting
private homes, elderly peoples’ homes
and always finishing at the Children’s
hospital: a tradition for me over 15
years.
The December visits to the men’s and
women’s prisons in Perth and Melbourne
have their own particular memories —
carols, music and a gift for the prisoners.
I have had my own congregations; it
started at Kellerberrin in WA’s Wheatbelt
area. Fifteen in the congregation, music
a bit ordinary. Somehow it grew to a
congregation of 250 at Camberwell in
1982 — a little more up market — music
first class, congregational singing was
inspiring. But still the same story —
same carols — same anticipation.

Another bright light was the 11 years at
Bethesda Hospital Chapel. The
congregation was always dependent on
the hospital patients and families who
wanted to visit chapel on Christmas Day.
Whatever the numbers, it
always felt worthwhile
and appreciated. Known
then as Cardinal, Joseph
Ratzinger wrote “Advent
is concerned with that
very connection between
memory and hope which
is so necessary to man.
Advent’s intention is to
awaken the most profound and basic
emotional memory within us, namely,
the memory of the God who became a
child. This is a healing memory; it brings
hope. The purpose of the Church’s year
is continually to rehearse her great
history of memories, to awaken the
hearts memory so that is can discern the
star of hope... It is the beautiful task of
Advent to awaken in all of us memories
of goodness and thus open doors of
hope.”
When did Christmas start for you?
A card left in the letter box this week
from the local Uniting Church had a
simple thought provoking message:
Christmas--- it takes time....
.. to unwind
.. to make room
.. to celebrate
.. to listen for a different story
.. for new life to be born.
You might join with me as we conclude
another pilgrimage to Bethlehem and
sing...
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come, o come ye to Bethlehem,
Come let us adore him.
Here’s to a wonderful Christmas for each
and every one of you.
Warren.
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Last Week’s Guest Speaker: Heather Chapman
Exercise for Older Adults
Reporter: “Puffing” Annie Wysham

Johannes Misselhorn, Judy Morton, Pam
In introducing Heather Chapman,
Heath and Kate, an 87 year old original
Rotarian Pam Heath spoke glowingly of
class member (and Saturday night
a lady who inspires so many and who
‘swing’ dancer!). As Heather bluntly
‘needs a reward’ for her services!
stated, “When your boobs, bum and
Heather is one of Yarra Council’s ‘Living midriff start sagging, lifting weights and
Longer, Living Stronger’ instructors and strength training are the best counter
Pam is one of her
activities.”
participants in this
The aim is to keep
exercise program for
older adults strong
‘older people’. Pam
so they remain
enthused that
independent as long
Heather displays
as possible. Strong
tremendous care and
muscles reduce bad
respect for older
cholesterol and blood
people in her classes
pressure. It can
and not only
include lifting your
provides them with
body weight,
strength training,
dumbbells,
but fellowship, a
gardening, lifting in
sense of family and
and out of a chair
shows that she truly
and many other
cares about them.
everyday activities.
Yarra Council runs a ‘Living
Heather then related
To demonstrate her
Longer: Living Stronger’ program
how she ‘just fell into
point we were soon
for the over 50s.
exercising’ at 40
all out of our seats
when her life and job were stressful.
and standing like (wobbly) brolgas, first
She was single with two children and
on one leg, then the other! These leg
her Mum had died of cancer. Deciding to muscle and brain exercises could save
get fit in five months so she could take
us one day from serious injury if we
part in the ‘Ride around the Bay in a
were to fall. High levels of fitness have
Day’ ride, Heather soon discovered that helped some of her participants sail
gyms with blasé ‘kids’ for instructors
through severe illnesses and surgery
and the constant throbbing music beat
(Like our Ed.?)
pulsating in the background, were not
Heather’s role now includes being a
for her! She left her job at the Family
Community Development worker with
Court and started as a gym instructor
with the ‘Living Longer, Living Stronger’ Yarra Leisure. She encourages and
exercise program for over 50’s. She had facilitates people with no access to
exercise opportunities and in poor
found her niche! From 8 people and 3
circumstances, such as the homeless,
sessions per week, in four years they
drug and rehabilitation patients and
now have 120 participants and 14
residents at the Collingwood High Rise
separate sessions. Several of Heather’s
buildings, to participate in the program.
group members and admirers attended
the meeting. They included Jutta and
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Billy Elliot Theatre

just like a dream...that's thanks to you
all...

Tonight, PP Janice Kesterton would like
to get exact numbers of people
interested in going to see Billy Elliot.
We can, she says, book ahead to
perhaps Wednesday 27th or Thursday
28th May, which arrangements have
just had explained to her by the
booking agency. These may be good
dates, rather than earlier ones
previously suggested. RC Richmond can
get a good discount if we have 20
people, so could make a tax deductible
donation to Australian Rotary Health,
and we do not have to pay till later. For
more info contact Janice ASAP.

Dear Janice, I send you my best wishes
for Christmas and hope to see you
again very soon

Claudine Rieubland news.

Take care, Claudine

Variety Club Children’s
Christmas Party
Sue and Barry Roberts, together with
Sally and Michael O’Sullivan, recently
represented our club as volunteers at
the annual Variety Club Christmas
Party. This was our 11th year of
participation and as usual accommodated about 5,000 children to brighten
up their Christmas. The day was a
great success and we look forward to
participating next year.

PP Janice Kesterton was the mentor for
Dr Claudine Rieubland (above right)
who was our last visiting ambassadorial
scholar. Claudine recently sent the
Just a word of thanks to everyone for
email below to Janice, who passed it on your support while I was in hospital.
for our members’ interest.
The flowers from the club are beautiful
Dear Janice,
and I really appreciated the visits from
everyone who came to see me.
How are you?? It’s been a while!! I
hope your trip to Canada went well. I
My thanks also to those reporterbet you are very busy with Rotary
stalwarts who kept articles coming for
activities! The Indian scholar should
the bulletin so that it hasn’t missed a
arrive soon...
beat! Many thanks and happy Xmas!
And how is your granddaughter? Cathie
John.
must be close from the delivery, isn't
she?
A woman has twins, and gives
How are the members of the RC
them up for adoption.
Richmond?

Letter from the Editor

Jerome and I are well. Very busy at
work...and under the snow! There is a
lot of snow this year, which make us
very happy, I just bought new skis! I
am very busy at work, and still have a
lot of troubles with my German, but
hope it will improve soon. I saw my
rotary counsellor from Lausanne. I have
to present at the district conference in
January.
Please give my best wishes to the
members of your club, I think of you
very often. This year in Melbourne was

One of them goes to a family in
Egypt, and is named 'Ahmal.' The
other goes to a family in Spain;
they name him 'Juan.'
Years later, Juan sends a picture of
himself to his birth mother.
Upon receiving the picture, she tells
her husband that she wishes she
also had a picture of Ahmal.
Her husband responds, 'They're
twins ! If you've seen Juan, you've
seen Ahmal.'
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Clean Up Australia Day 2009:
Richmond Rotary Update
Supported by the City of Yarra we have
now registered our clean-up
up sites for the
2009 Clean Up Australia Day campaign,
Sunday 1st March, and have received
approval and acknowledgment in return
from the Clean Up Team Co-ordinators.
ordinators.

http://events.cleanup.org.au/?Richmond
http://events.cleanup.o
Rotary

The headline reads: RICHMOND ROTARY
CLEANS-UP - The Rotary Club of
Richmond, Victoria, is making a 'litter
difference' in their community by helping
Approved Sites: (Mel Map: 2H/9-10),
2H/9
to clean up, fix up and conserve the local
1.
Base Station & C/U Site: Burnley environment
Oval and surrounding park land.
An article will appear in the
th Yarra News –
2.
C/U Site: South side of the Burnley ‘What’s On In Yarra’ column in February,
inviting the Richmond community to join
Rail Line – Madden Grove
the Club in making a ‘litter difference’ on
3.
C/U Site: Boulevard from Monash
the day between 9.00am – 11.00am. A
Freeway to Rail Bridge
free BBQ will follow the clean-up
clean
from
4.
C/U Site: Bike Track from Fenix
11.00am – midday approx. Early
Café to Rail Bridge. Materials to assist
registrations
ions preferred.
with our Clean Up will be distributed in
CUA Day Registration Contact:
January, either from Clean Up Australia or
Annie Wysham - 0419 100 287 or
by Yarra Council. (To be decided.)
annie.c.w@bigpond.com
A unique site page has been created by
CUA for Richmond Rotary online:

Working Bee for
Timor Leste
The next shipment of kindy supplies
is leaving at the end of January. We
have the last 18 of Kindy Box A to
pack.
When: January 17th 11.00 am
to 3.00 pm.
Where: Downstairs at
Motto, Crown St,
Richmond (co-habits
habits with
Trevor's company!). Let
Barbara know your
availability. Lunch will
be organised.

Celebrattiions:
22 December to 18 January
Members’ Birthdays:
Tim Baker 1 Jan.
Nia Holdenson 3 Jan.
Brian Irving 14 Jan.
Aivars Lode 18 Jan.
Partners’ Birthdays:
None
Wedding Anniversaries:
David & Jill Langdon 23rd (Pearl)
Andrew & Andrea Michaelides 7 Jan
Induction Anniversaries:
John Nairn 22nd (10 years)
Jean-Marc
Marc Berthier 17 Jan
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Editors: Jo Cowling & Annie Wysham

YOUR FORTHCOMING EVENTS
For District Events Calendar go to www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au (news & events)

For more detailed information re upcoming events refer to our Bulletin
•

D9800 Conference Launceston Tasmania 12-14th March 2009

Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow ye diet! Willma Gilmore Beymer

CURRENT LISTINGS 2008 – 2009
Date
December
December 25th
December
31st
January

Monday 12th
January

Saturday 17th
January

February

February
Sunday 22nd
February
March
Sun 1st March

TBC

Thurs 12th
March -Sun
14th March

Event

Time

Where/Other Details

http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au/bulletin.php
Family of Rotary
Month
Christmas Day
New Years Eve
Rotary
Awareness
Month
st
1 Rotary
Meeting for
2009!

5.45pm
Sharp
Departs
6pm

MV Louisianna
2 Hour cruise
with finger
food
Timor Leste,
11am
Kindy Box
to 3pm
Packing Day
Next Shipment
leaving end of
January
World
Understanding
Month
Lunar Dinner
Rotary Day on
the Library
Green
World Literacy
Month
Clean Up
Australia
Day..&
Richmond
RCR Pre
conference
tour
Rotary D9800
Conference

8.45 to
12noon

Pier 35 Marina
$40 pp
Drinks at Bar Prices
Parking available in Lorimer Street
Refer to Bulletin for more details
RSVP Judy Nettleton 0402 083 848 or
Flyer tear off slip
Premier Trading Ground Floor
Crown St Richmond
Lunch will be provided
RSVP Barbara Woodberry
0413057879

RCR Fundraising Event. Date now to
be confirmed. More details to follow
Rotary Club of Batman Cluster
Where: State Library of Victoria
forecourt & lawn area

Meet at Burnley Gardens Richmond
BBQ – 12 noon
Contacts: Annie Wysham and David
Langdon
For further details
Contact: John Nairn
www.rotarynthbalwyn.org/conference
More details to follow

Please remember to put event dates in your calendar for 2009
NOTE: All social events & activities email to Rotarian, Jo Cowling: E: josephinecowling1@hotmail.com
Press Relations items/articles &/or assistance with same to Annie Wysham E: annie.c.w@bigpond.com
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Christmas Party
Jessie Austin sings popular
Christmas songs from favourite
sh o w s
With Warren Golding and the

Waverley Temple Band
Duty Roster
Meeting

2041

2042

Date

Monday 22
December

Chair

MC: John Benger

Head
Table

Brian List

Monday 12
January

2043

2044

Monday 19
January

Monday 26
January

Friday 6
February
To be
confirmed

Australia Day
No meeting

n/a

Ross Telfer
n/a

Simon Marriott

Forthcoming Meetings, Speakers and Topics
12 January

MV Louisiana: Riverboat Cruise on the Bay.
Bay See p 7 for details

19 January

Mediation Services:
Services Anita DeBlasio

Friday 6
February

Chinese New Year Celebration: Dragonboat Restaurant with entertainment.
NOTE: Date still being finalised: Watch for further announcement.
announcement

Celebrations – see page 6
Quote for the week
“Christmas!
Christmas! The very word brings joy to our hearts. No matter how we may dread
the rush, the long Christmas lists for gifts and cards to be bought and given--when
given
Christmas Day comes there is still the same warm feeling we had as children, the
same warmth that enfolds
enfolds our hearts and our homes.”
~ Joan Winmill Brown,
Brown American author and editor

ROTARY DISTRICT 9800, R.I. & OTHER ROTARY LINKS
Richmond Rotary website:
District 9800 Home Page:
District E-Zine:
Rotary International:

http://www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Mem
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Networker
http://www.rotary.org
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COME ABOARD THE MV LOUISIANNA FOR A START
TO 2009 WITH A DIFFERENCE
MONDAY 12 JANUARY 2009
5.45 PM (prompt) FOR 6.00 PM SAILING
DEPARTING FROM PIER 35 MARINA
2 HOUR CRUISE WITH FINGER FOOD $40 per person, Drinks at bar prices

Enjoy the ambience of a historic vessel, protected from any inclement weather. Bring an umbrella
for the short trip from car to boat. You will enjoy a two hour trip out to the bay and back. Bring
your family and friends for a wonderful sunset cruise.
Let’s start the last half of President Trevor’s year with a bang. Oops this is not the Titanic!!!!
We will need to know numbers attending asap, so please complete the registration sheet below and
return to Judy or Trevor by 22nd December.
Directions:
The Louisianna is moored at Pier 35 Marina, Row E, 263-329 Lorimer Street Port Melbourne (the
part of Lorimer Street across the railway line), Melways Reference 42, D11 See Website:
vagabondcruises.com.au for map and detailed instructions.
Enter from Lorimer Street or come from Todd Road exit from Westgate Freeway. Plenty of offstreet
parking available on Lorimer Street, just outside the MV Louisianna entrance. Any problems call
1300 768 436, or Judy on 0402 083848.

M.V. LOUISIANNA CRUISE ACCEPTANCE:
I/we will be pleased to attend the Cruise on 12 January
Names:

___________________________________

________________________________

___________________________________

________________________________

___________________________________

________________________________

Cheques made out to RC Richmond @ $40 each

