
8

 

  A TREE-MENDOUS DAY OUT!  

By Rotarian Krissy O’Reilly—Richmond Rotary OXYGens’ Co-ordinator 

What a great morning the OXYgens’ had breathing life into Glenaroua! I am so pleased that we 
became involved in this project. Firstly, a bit of background for you… 

What? The Rotary Club of Manningham 
co-ordinate the yearly ‘REPS’ project 
(Rotary Enivronmental Planning 
Scheme). The project is supported by 
Glenaroua Landcare and the Goulburn 
Broken Catchment Management 
Authourity and has existed since 1997. 

Why? To tackle salinity in the Sugarloaf and Mollisons Creek sub catchment area. These two 
sub catchments are partly responsible for some of the 31 tonnes of salt per square kilometre 
per annum in the South West Goulburn catchment! Bare hills permit rainwater to soak into the 
soil profile, raising the level of water tables in lowland areas and bringing salt stored from deep 
below to the surface. 

How? Native trees and shrubs are propagated in tubes from locally collected seed in the 
Glenaroua district, by the Rotary Club of Manningham, in October, ready for planting between 
May-September each year. So far, over 70,000 trees have been planted on bare hill tops in the 
district! 

Who? On this occasion, the OXYgens’ and friends, including Nick 
Cowling, Krissy O’Reilly, Bonny Grant, Matteo Vegetti, Justin Brown, 
Lauren Pang, Chris Leong, Betty Leung, Frank and Magdalena Wheatland, 
PP Trevor and Maureen Pang; and, Rotary Club members from 
Manningham, Southbank, Richmond and more; Landcare Glenaroua; the 
Landrover Club; the Pajero club; Assumption College Kilmore; and, 
community members. Perhaps 70-90 in total! 

So how did it unfold? A 7am departure from the city saw us arrive in 
chilly Glenaroua by 9am (we did get a little lost – and we were low on 
fuel, and out of mobile phone range too, just to make it nerve-wracking!). 

After parking among some 40 other cars in a paddock, we were ferried up 
to the hill by members of the Pajero Club and the Landrover Club. The 
view ahead of us was a sight to behold, tens of people spread across the hill 
working busily. I was impressed! Things were well underway! 

In teams of 3-4, we took the following up the hill: a bazooka (to make seedling-size holes in 
the ground), two trays of 40 seedlings and a sack of milk cartons. The aim was to select a spare 
‘rip line’ (ploughed horizontal line of soil) in which to space the seedlings every couple of 
metres. There was no time to meet and greet the other 70 participants; it was heads down, tails 
up and straight to work! J 
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‘The little reed, bending to the force of the wind, soon stood upright again 
when the storm had passed over.’ 
 

Aesop (620 - 560 BC) a slave and story-teller who lived in Ancient Greece 

The atmosphere was jovial, and the planting happened so quickly - by morning tea break at 
11am, 7,000 trees had been planted and all the rip lines had been filled with seedlings! Great 
work team! The day was to wrap-up by 1pm, so teams of planters were ferried to three 
new,but smaller, locations to plant another couple of thousand trees. It was amazing to see 
what swift progress could be made from a team of keen people! 

Some of the planting took place where previous planting (2 years prior) had effectively failed, 
due to kangaroos nibbling the seedlings down. For this reason, we also planted a fast-growing 
*spiky wattle among the eucalypts to try and stop kangaroos from grazing on the seedlings. 

Before long our hungry tummies told us it was time for lunch; all were welcomed at the 
Glenaroua CFA (if you managed to find it) for a well-deserved feast! 
The community members were offering three types of hot soup; vege-
burgers, sausages and hamburgers; green garden salads; coleslaw; 
fruit platters; and hot drinks for all. A few bottles of red wine were 
being passed around too! People were seated at trestle tables of 30 or 
more and the mood of the participants was sociable and relaxed; it 
was a great chance to wind down. 

In a formal closing for the day, the secondary students were presented 
with certificates for their involvement and all participants were 
thanked extensively for their efforts in attending by the Rotary 
Club of Manningham. 

All in all, a very worthwhile day out! 
Stay tuned for the next OXYGens’ 
project in October; a bike ride from 
Geelong to Melbourne as the last leg 
of the Australian Rotary Health’s 
(ARH) - Great Australian Bike Ride 

- to raise money for mental health. I better start my training!   
(Go to: http://www.greataustralianbikeride.org.au/) 

*Spiky Wattle – Maitland’s Wattle: The species is named after Maitland Brown MLC, a 
member of FT Gregory’s exploration trip of 1861, who collected the type on the stony plains 
near the Hammersley Range, WA. HABIT: an erect, open and glabrous shrub 1-3 m. tall. 
Flowers late winter & Spring. Occurs in Acacia shrubland and low open eucalypt woodland 
on sandy plains.(Information Source: Excerpt from article © Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney - June 

2001) 

(Sub. Ed’s query – If the young ones are our Club’s OXYGens’ (Our X & Y Generations’) who 
are all motivated ‘OXYGenerators’, would this then classify PP Trevor Pang as our 
‘OXYdeGenerate’?) 

(Photos of the day courtesy of Nick Cowling) 


